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An Elite Teacher 

By Tim Sharpley, Sports Editor 

The first day of high school is always nerve racking. As a 

freshman, you do not know what to expect. My first day wasn‟t the pret-

tiest, but as I sat down in fourth period Environmental Science, I felt the 

day‟s tone shift drastically. In came this happy-go-lucky man with a red 

beard, a green golf shirt tucked into his khaki pants and matching green 

Puma fashion sneakers. Under his left arm was his Macbook, and in his 

right hand, a Chick-Fil-A iced tea. (us 

students quickly learned that the iced tea 

would be a staple.) He took a sip of the 

iced tea, plugged in his laptop, and started 
talking to us about our first day of high 

school. Long story short, he calmed us all 

down about our new endeavor, told us to 

relax, and explained that it would be the 

best four years of our lives. Now, two 

years later, so far so good. This is only 

one of the many reasons why Mr. David 

Atkinson is regarded as one of the top 

teachers at Delran High School. 

Mr. Atkinson is a Delran Alum, 

graduating in „96. He then moved onto 

Rutgers New Brunswick, majoring in 

meteorology. Yes, meteorology, not edu-

cation. When asked about why he chose 

teaching despite not majoring in educa-

tion, he told me that he “always felt like a 
teacher.” He explained that he found his 

calling when he started subbing at Delran 

from 2000-2002. From those couple years 

of subbing, Mr. Atkinson felt that the 

teaching lifestyle was right for him and 

wanted to pursue full time. He then was 

interviewed for a full time gig in 2003, and the rest is history.   

Over the years, Mr. Atkinson recognized that the students 

played a big role upon his job. This is why he exclaims that everything 

he does is for the students. From passing on knowledge about volca-

noes, to the after school activities he conducts, it‟s all for the students. 

“I feel like, as a teacher,” he voiced, “it is my duty to open many doors 

for kids and open their minds to the world.” Mr. Atkinson views the 

DHS staff and students as his extended family.  

Anyone who has been in his classroom knows that Mr. Atkin-

son is a very upbeat and happy person, especially when he is teaching. 

When I was a freshman in Environmental Science, we sometimes got 

off topic, but it usually wasn‟t about something that came completely 

out of left field. Our class discussions were actually science related, and 

even if it wasn‟t science-based, Mr. Atkinson would still allow it to 

happen. This is because, as he explains, he is driven to teach by his stu-

dents‟ “natural curiosity” and feeds off of that intrigue and wonder 

when he is teaching. Funny enough, he claims that his students are actu-

ally the ones who teach him. He explains that over the many years of 

being in front of hundreds of students, they have taught him many valu-

able lessons: patience, everyone is very unique, and there is a way to 

relate to each student on a cer-

tain level. Mr. Atkinson has a 

certain emotional attachment to 

each student, and he wants to 

see everyone succeed. If they do 

not reach success, he is often 

deprived of sleep and asks him-

self what he can do next time to 

improve. “When you compose a 

test and all the students fail, it 
hurts, but 

instances 

like that 

motivate me to become better at what I do,” he 

said. 

 This is why it came to no surprise to 

students and faculty that Mr. Atkinson was cho-

sen as this year‟s “Teacher of the Year.” Funny 

enough, when the announcement was made he 

didn't even  hear Mr. Finkle say his name. He 

was actually too busy rooting and cheering for 

Mrs. Mason and Mr. Rafter. When he got back 

to his room he asked his kids, “Who won? Was 

it Mason?!” His students laughed and yelled, 

“No, it was you!” For the first time ever, Mr. 

Atkinson was speechless. You‟d think with such 

a prestigious award, the winner would receive a 

special parking spot or a big bonus. I asked Mr. 

A what he would receive for his big win and, 

and to my surprise, I learned that he would re-

ceive none of these things. So far, he‟s only 

been given a “Teacher of the Year” sweater that 

all “Teacher of the Year” winners receive and 

wear when presented with the coveted title and 

“a lot of love” from people he‟s known over the 

years. On the day he received the award, not 

only did everyone in the school who knew him say congratulations, but 

roughly six hundred people, ranging from family members to former 

students, wrote on his Facebook wall congratulating him. Seeing his 

smile as he recounts these facts makes it obvious that this is all he really 

needs. 

Mr. Atkinson would like to thank all the students who taught 
him how to be a good teacher. He told me he would also like to thank 

“every staff member who had to hear my big mouth and bad forecasts.” 

He continued with pride, “I would like to thank my wife and all of my 

friends who guided me along the way. None of this would be possible 

without them.” 

Mr. David Atkinson is truly a class act. His high energy, love 

of teaching, enthusiasm for his content area, and commitment to his 

students are extraordinary characteristics that make him stand out as an 

educator and as an individual. It is important to recognize how hard Mr. 

Atkinson works, and while we do so, how hard every teacher works. 

Admittedly, there‟s a certain level of praise though that our school 

should give Mr. Atkinson that is well deserved. I believe, though, know-

ing Mr. A, he would rather see us utilize the powerful life lessons that 

he has taught us over the years.    
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A Sea of Men 

By Ryan Hoffman 

 Off the coast of the Grecian Islands, the 
magnificent beaches and sunset can be seen from 
this polarizing location. But not far from the shore 
one can see a small dinghy, sailing along in the 
tidal waters. It is not until hours later that it was 
discovered that this vessel contained the bodies of 
fifteen asylum seeking, Syrian refugees. This is no 
longer an anomaly; it is a part of life in the average 
day and this is a gruesome reminder of the cost of 
war. It is not a foreign issue to Americans either. 
These days the refugee situation is reported in the 
news daily and there is heated debate about what to 
do about the ever growing situation. The banter 
focuses on the two opposing viewpoints: whether 
to help these fleeing refugees, or not help them. 
The following question always seems to be, but 
how? The epicenter of the refugee  crisis is right 
across the ocean; the strain is most strongly being 
felt in European countries such as Germany, Den-
mark, Hungary, and Austria. Many others are be-
ginning to buckle under the stress these refugees 
are putting on their societies as well as economies. 

 It is well known that this “crisis” did not 
just happen overnight. In July of 2015, Hungary 
announced it would erect razorwire borders near its 
border with Serbia. The Government stated it was 
for “protection and border security,” but many 
other neighbors to Hungary believe it to be a tool 
to halt the flow of refugees into the country. No 
less than a week later, the EU announced it would 
accept 32,256 refugees from Greece and Italy, just 
short of the proposed 40,000 by EU president Jean 
Claude- Juncker. This seemed to be the solution to 
the crisis, but sadly this is not so. 

 In September, Hungary opened main 
train stations and refugees began to cross into Ger-
many on foot from Austria. Hungary‟s Prime Min-
ister, Viktor Orban declared that the crisis was a 
“German Problem” and allowed refugees to mi-
grate through his country to reach Germany or 
Austria. The actions of Prime minister Orban al-
lowed for many undocumented refugees to cross 
and flood into central Europe. A few days later EU 
president Juncker urged EU members to take in 
120,000 Syrian refugees. The plan was to distribute 
them on a quota basis. UK was given the option to 
not take in refugees while still supporting the cause 
monetarily. Meanwhile three- fifths of the refugees 
were redistributed to Germany, France, and Spain. 
Unfortunately, many refugees arrived after this 
measure was put into place and Germany took the 
brunt of countless refugees. The streets of 
 Mϋnchen, Augsburg and Frankfurt are filled with 
small tent cities that have popped up all around, 
serving as homes for these asylum seekers. And 
thus marked the beginning of the discrimination 
against these people.   

 In the days after, Austria and Slovakia 
locked down borders while Hungary‟s Prime Min-

ister Orban declared a state of emergen-
cy, threatening refugees with jail 
sentences for illegal immigration. In 
response to Hungary‟s stance on the 

issue, the EU announced that over 500,000 refu-
gees had entered the EU over the past year. In re-
sponse, Germany issued a warning to the EU stat-
ing that due to the continued migration into their 
country they could potentially see over one million 
immigrants within their borders. Germany is in a 
scramble, and Europe is in panic. Many do not 
know when these refugees will appear, let alone 
where they will house them and how they will be 
able to feed them all. With the alarm bells ringing 
across Europe, Germany began to suffer from its‟ 
own internal power struggle and social disposi-
tions. Violence erupted, from German citizens 
toward refugees and from refugees to citizens, and 
has escalated, prompting many citizens to call upon 
Chancellor Merkel for answers. 

 On October 5th, the Christian Democrat-
ic Union (CDU), which is the political party of the 
Chancellor, began to put pressure on their leader, 
Angela Merkel. They cited her mismanagement of 
the refugee crisis. Bavarian Governor, Horst See-
hofer, threatened to file a federal complaint in court 
over Merkel‟s actions. In all of the chaos, Anti-
Islamist semitism is rising in the streets of major 
cities, and hostility inside the country toward refu-
gees has intensified. With the rise in crime and the 
social outcry from the people, the country‟s leaders 
must come to the realization that only six weeks 
after opening Germany‟s borders, citizens from 
cities and towns begin to call out for assistance 
with the refugees. 

 While citizens continue to cry out for 
assistance, the world is forced to recognize that it is 
not being done without reason. There have been 
planned attacks on German citizens by refugees, 
such as the attempted rapes of hundreds of women 
in Köln on New Year's Eve. On the night that 
marked the end of 2015, outside the train station 
Bahnhof of Köln, refugees gathered in a large 
swarm. As women exited the bahnhof many of 
these refugees, predominantly male, grabbed, 
robbed and groped these women. The Mayor of 
Köln, who was not informed of this until the next 
day, was interviewed by Der Spiegel, a popular 
German newspaper. Mayor Henriette Reker of 
Köln stated, “The police have said that the criminal 
complaints only came in little by little. On the actu-
al day, there had only been three emergency calls. 
And, as far as I know, 19 criminal complaints were 
registered with the federal police inside the train 
station.” When asked if the Police had failed the 
citizens, the Interior Minister responded by stating, 
“In any case, they did not fulfill their duty in this 
situation,” as reported by Der Spiegel. 

 With this crisis being the magnifying 
glass on Germany and the rest of Europe, Germany 
has seen  a new rise of a radical “Right Wing.” 
Although these radicals have been present for a 
long time before this crisis broke out, they have 
caused more unrest than ever before. A poll con-
ducted by TNS Forschung for Der Spiegel states 
that “84 percent of respondents said that the large 
number of refugees currently coming to Germany 
will result in „lasting changes‟ to the country. Some 
54 percent said they are concerned that the danger 
of terrorism is higher due to the influx of refugees 
and 51 percent believe that the crime rate will rise. 

Forty-three percent are worried that unemployment 
will increase.” As one can see, this is a legitimate 
issue for many German citizens. 

 Many see this problem across all of Eu-
rope. However at home in Germany it seems to be 
much worse. Refugees are being beaten, buildings 
set on fire, mosques or places of muslim gatherings 
defaced, among other violent actions. Also such 
things as illegal deportation have also been happen-
ing. As recently as January 21, 2016, it has been 
reported that Turkey has illegally deported hun-
dreds of refugees back to Syria. Also, Denmark‟s 
government met to discuss the possibility of seiz-
ing the valuables of refugees entering the country. 

 To gain a different perspective on the 
issue, Mrs. Diamond, the German teacher here at 
Delran High School gave some insight to the issue. 
“Frau”, as she is known by her students, lived and 
attended college for many years in Germany for 
part of her life, attended college there, and travels 
close to every summer to visit the country in which 
she loves. This crisis hits home for not only her but 
for many Germans living abroad and many Ger-
man-Americans. During the interview I fielded a 
range of questions, but the recurring topic was the 
“transformation” of  Germany and the emergence 
of cultural diversity. When asked about the current 
state of the country, Mrs. Diamond responded with 
worry, “My greatest fear is that the Germany that I 
once knew and came to love, may not be there 
anymore when I return. This is a constant fear and 
worry of many German citizens every day. Cultural 
diversity is blooming and that is great; however, it 
changes the culture and with change sometimes 
comes bad things.” Many people along with Mrs. 
Diamond have called Germany the “New America” 
due to its growing diversity, ethnic makeup, and 
social change. Many skeptics also claim that the 
media has played a role in magnifying this crisis 
into a larger social problem. With regard to this 
complaint, Mrs.Diamond explained,  “The media 
has made a bigger deal out of this than it truly is. 
Germans are primarily worried about the influx of 
refugees because they are concerned about getting 
and maintaining jobs.” 

 With this in mind, there is no clear cut 
answer as how to help and provide proper aid to 
the millions of refugees. As long as the EU and its 
member countries work together, and we openly 
accept these people regardless of their ethnic back-
grounds, we can help  start the healing process for 
these tortured souls. 
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Shots Fired 

By Daniel  Hutchins 

January 7, 2016 was an average day for most, and what looked like 

just another day on the beat for police Officer Jesse Hartnett. That was until 

around 11:40pm, when he was waved 

down by a man on foot only to be shot by 

the very person who got him to pull over. 

As Officer Hartnett waited for 

the man to approach him, Edward Archer 

began to run to the officer's car, gun in 

hand, firing off as he got closer and closer 

until he was at the driver‟s door. He then 

stuck his arm into the car and fired point 

blank at the officer. Archer fired thirteen shots in total, but thankfully, only 

 three made contact with Officer Hartnett, putting three into his arm. What has 

shocked most is that after being hit, Officer Hartnett left his vehicle and began 

to chase down Archer and return fire. He managed to place a bullet in the 

man‟s buttocks, slowing him in his flight. Archer was then apprehended by 

other officers.   

After he was apprehended, police began to learn more about Edward 

Archer. First, he had a documented criminal record. Archer was arrested in 

Delaware County in 2012 and convicted for “forgery, altering a document, 

careless driving and driving on a suspended or revoked license.” He was then 

arrested in 2013 for “terroristic threats and gun charges.” Now he is charged 

with “attempted murder, aggravated assault, aggravated assault on police, 

violation of uniform firearm, reckless endangerment of another person, and 

terrorist threat and simple assault.” Police have found out that the gun Archer 

used was a Philadelphia police officer's handgun. 

Immediately after the incident, police received an anonymous tip 

that Archer had worked with three other men to carry out his attack. However, 

according to recent reports by Philly.com, FBI Director James B. Comey stat-

ed that “investigators were not currently seeking any other suspects in last 

week's shooting of a Philadelphia police officer by a man who pledged alle-

giance to the Islamic State.” 

According to the terror investigators, Archer also may have ties to 

ISIS. After his arrest he tried to claim it was all done in the name of Islam. 

The recently elected mayor of Philadelphia, Jim Kenney, stated that he and the 

officers of the force did not believe him. However, in 2011 and 2012 Archer 

took trips to Saudi Arabia, and for a man with no job, the question arises: Who 

funded these trips? NBC News reports: “Archer prayed at a mosque a block 

away from the shooting, where the imam at first denied knowing him but later 

told the Philadelphia Inquirer that he did recognize him but knew him under 

the name Abdul Shaheed.” 

The situation has people in the Muslim community quite shaken. 

Walid Dimachkie, an administrator in the Association of Islamic Charitable 

Projects in West Philadelphia stated: “We've been very diligent in combating 

radical ideologies. We're mortified by the fact that there's someone out there 

who thinks that shooting a police office can be done — and condoned — in 

the name of religion.”   

Jesse Hartnett sustained serious injuries on this fateful day. Accord-

ing to a police official and CNN.com, “Harnett's elbow was shattered, his 

brachial artery -- a major blood vessel in the upper arm -- was hit, and blood 

vessels and nerves in his arm damaged.” Police officers across the country 

have applauded Hartnett for his “valor and courage.” 

Fellow police officer, Jonny Castro, told NJ.com: "Not many people 

would have survived an ambush like that. He got the drop on you and had 

every intention of killing a cop. Whether it was your training, his lack of train-

ing, some divine intervention or a combination of all three; it simply wasn't 

your time." 

“We are grateful that he survived the attack, but he has been left 

seriously wounded,” wrote Mike Lukasak, who served with Hartnett in the 

Coast Guard. “His road to recovery will be long, but he has the heart of a 

fighter.” 

In response, the American public has donated to the Jesse Hartnett 

Recovery Fund in the officer‟s name. The fund has received over 600 dona-

tions totaling over 32k in only eleven days. As Officer Hartnett left the hospi-

tal, several other officers saluted him as he was wheelchaired to his car and he 

saluted back. Officer Hartnett took down a criminal while he was injured. 

Even if he's just a Philadelphia Officer he is a true hero to many Americans. 

A Little While From Now, At a Disney Park Not So Far Away… 

By Cassady Cooke 

       Coming to you, from a galaxy far far away, two Star Wars theme parks are going to be built in Ana-
heim, California, and Disney‟s Hollywood Studios in Orlando, Florida. Disney‟s Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive, Robert Iger, announced the creation of these new parks at Disney‟s D23 fan expo at the Anaheim Con-
vention Center in August. The parks are estimated to be fourteen acres each, C.E.O Robert Iger says, “It's 
Disney's largest, single-themed land expansion ever.” 

      It has been confirmed that visitors will be able to fly the famous Millennium Falcon and take part in a galactic battle with the resistance against the 
evil First Order. When you walk in, it will feel as if you‟re stepping into a whole new galaxy. Disney is taking “the most magical place on earth” to the next 
level as this new and exciting park brings Disney and Star Wars fans together like never before! 

     The opening date has not yet been announced but construction will start this year. Eager fans can enjoy the little things Disney is doing to make 
Star Wars part of their family. In Tomorrowland, Space Mountain has become Hyperspace Mountain which include special effects borrowed from the re-
cently released movie Star Wars episode VII: The Force Awakens. 

 According to Mark Eades from The Orange County Register, “As you head up the first lift in HyperSpace Mountain you can hear the rebel pilots 
in their X-Wings checking in with rebel leaders. The second lift shoots you into hyperspace.As you come out of hyperspace Tie Flyers from the First Order 
zoom past your rocket shooting blasters all around you. As you climb to the top blasters are shooting all around you and you‟re looking and the Imperal Star 
Destroyer. Admiral Ackbar can be heard saying, „It‟s a trap.‟ As you speed down the mountain there is more clashes all around and your rocket barely es-
capes the Tie Flyers. You start to go faster and you hear Blue Leader say „Let's blow this thing and go home.‟ The Star Destroyer explodes and you go back 
into Hyperspace and go back down to earth.” 

  Unfortunately, many rides will be closed in the making of the park‟s new extension. On January 10th, 2016, many “Frontierland” attrac-
tions will closed permanently: Big Thunder Ranch, Big Thunder Ranch Barbecue, Big Thunder Ranch Petting Zoo and Big Thunder Ranch Jamboree. Near-

by attractions on Rivers of America will be closed temporarily, such as Fantasmic, the Mark Twain Riverboat, the Sailing Ship Columbia, the 
Pirate's Lair on Tom Sawyer Island, the Disneyland Railroad and the Davy Crockett Explorer Canoes. Until then, Star Wars fans, let the force 

be with you. 
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           The Force Awakens and Succeeds 
By Megan Brown 

               “The Force is strong in my family. My father has it. I have it. My 
sister has it. You have that power too.” This quote, spoken by Luke Sky-
walker (Mark Hamill), was first featured in Star Wars: Return of the Jedi in 
1983, and became an iconic moment for families to share throughout gener-
ations to come. Return of the Jedi was the third of a trilogy that began with 
Star Wars: A New Hope in 1977 and 
overtime created the biggest fan base and 
widest international range of success in 
history. The series continued this year 
with the release of Star Wars:The Force 
Awakens on December 18th. The power 
of the force drew millions of people into 
theatres on opening weekend and 
smashed box office records. The effect 
that this unique galaxy has left on the 
world is remarkable. 

               The box office results for Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens did not come 
as a surprise to many fans who have witnessed the success of the films 
throughout the decades. This seventh installment in the series made for 
much anticipation and advertising in the world of social media. Preparations 
for the film‟s opening began more than a month prior to the release. The 
promotion done by both the original and new casts of Star Wars definitely 
seemed to build up the most excitement ever seen by fans for any of the 
films in this series. It wasn‟t until opening night that the world truly got to 
see the impact that Star Wars has on the American public. People mobbed 
theatres throughout the country dressed in robes, carrying lightsabers and 
donning masks of their favorite villains. 

               Many films have held the number one spot in the box office for 
opening weekend over the past few years. Marvel‟s The Avengers rose to 
number one in 2012 and remained there until this summer when Jurassic 
World was released and earned $208.8 million opening weekend. Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens, however, crushed Jurassic World with an esti-
mated $248 million in opening weekend sales. All three of these movies, 
along with others who have earned a high ranking place on the charts, be-
long to a beloved series. Whether originating from novels, television, or 
comic books, these films present a factor in opening weekend success. By 
looking at domestic box office history, we see that more people attend mov-
ies opening weekend when they‟ve previously followed the series and have 

grown with the characters along their journey. 

                 The Force Awakens not only broke records during its opening 
weekend but has continued to thrive overall in domestic box office. Only 
twenty days after its release, The Force Awakens passed Avatar and became 
the highest grossing film of all time in the domestic market, with a current 
$858 million. Avatar, which held the record for nearly six years, was 
bumped down to second place, and Titanic went down to third. It took 318 
days for Avatar to reach its peak of $760 million, while Star Wars’ new film 
took only a fraction of the time to earn almost one hundred million dollars 

more. Although they lost their first place holding in the 
domestic box office, Avatar still shines at the top of the 
worldwide charts. According to Box Office Mojo, The 
Force Awakens recently passed the $1.87 billion mark in 
international grosses, but it sits in third place under Titan-
ic and Avatar. Star Wars is well on its way to surpassing 
Titanic soon, but it doesn‟t look like they will even come 
close to Avatar’s grosses, considering the new film didn‟t 
do that well in China. Although China has the 2nd largest 
population to attend movies, this doesn‟t hold Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens back from being the biggest film ever 
released in history, according to Vanity Fair. 

                  I was not alive when the original Star Wars trilogy was brought 
to life, nor was I old enough to see the prequel trilogy for Star Wars when it 
first came to theatres. That said, I‟ve grown up with the movies at home, the 
lightsabers in my toy chest and the force as being a big part of my family. 
I‟m not sure if it was because this was the first Star Wars film I‟ve seen in 
theatres, but The Force Awakens is now my favorite in the series so far. The 
people who created this project modernized the technology from the original 
films while toning down the awful CGI special effects from the prequel 
film. I loved that the tone and feeling that I got watching the old Star Wars 
when I was young was carried through into The Force Awakens. A big part 
of that amazing energy was brought forth by the original     cast (Harrison 
Ford, Carrie Fisher and Mark Hamill) and also the new cast (John Boyega, 
Daisy Ridley and Oscar Isaac). The chemistry and connections between 
characters displayed in this film created a brilliant way for the original ac-
tors to pass on the torch to a new generation of Star Wars. 

                 Star Wars doesn‟t have to take the throne in worldwide grosses to 
surpass all other movies in opening day box office, opening weekend, and 
overall domestic box office. The endless records The Force Awakens has 
broken are something to be very proud of. The support and passion towards 
Star Wars is what drives the force and feeling of the series. The success of 
this new film is setting the way for generations to come.  

Trouble Brewing in 
Mizzou 

By Amanda Sihr 

            University of Missouri, more commonly 
known as Mizzou, has recently experienced a 
series of protests. The protests have mainly dealt 
with the racial inequality on campus. The series 
of protests were led by a group called „Concerned 
Student 1950‟, the year referencing when the 
university first admitted black students. The pro-
tests stemmed from outrage how administration 
handled a series of racist events on campus. The 
protest, along with a boycott by the school‟s foot-
ball team and a hunger strike by a graduate stu-
dent, all led to the resignation of the university‟s 
president, Tim Wolfe. The particular protest that 
sparked so much attention occurred on November 
9, 2015. It was an on-site protest located on the 
Carnahan Quad. Students protested the ongoing 

racial inequality on campus and re-
acted to the early resignation of the 
school‟s former president, Jim 

Wolfe. The students received the attention that 
they were seeking. 

        The protest made national news when the 
university's communications assistant professor 
and courtesy professor of the school of Journal-
ism, Melissa Click made a rash decision. Click 
asked to have student journalists,  Tim Tai, a 
student journalist who was on an assignment for 
ESPN, and Mark Schierbecker, a student photog-
rapher filming the incident, physically removed 
from the protest site. 

       This all unfolded on video where Click can 
be heard and briefly seen, screaming, “You need 
to back up if you are with the media,”  Tai is seen 
being confronted by a group of protestors while 
he is taking photos. 

       “You need to backup; respect the students,” 
Click stated. “BACK UP! They have asked you to 
respect their space; move back. This is their time. 
You need to step out of here now. You need to 
go.” Click appears later in the video to confront 
Schierbecker, who was asking a student if she 

wanted to be interviewed, telling him that he has 
to “get out”. 

       Schierbecker 
responded with 
“No I don‟t,” 
refusing to leave 
the area. Click 
responded by 
grabbing at his 
camera and tell-
ing him to leave 
again. After he 
refused for a 
second time, she 
stepped away 
and yelled 
out,“Who wants 
to help me get 
this reporter out 
of here? I need 
some muscle over here!” 

      Continued on page 5, see Mizzou        Page 4 
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Continued from page 4, Mizzou            

 After Click calls for muscle, Schierbecker began talking to anoth-
er student. Click then walked over again telling him that he needed to get 
out. He responded, “This is public property.” In reponse, Click put her hand 
over his camera and mockingly says, “That‟s a really good one, I‟m a com-
munications faculty and I really get that argument, but you need to go. You 
need to go, you need to go.” She then told a group of students to move so 
he could get out, and stated “Don‟t let him back in.”  

 Click then walked around the inside of the circle, and told the 
students to not let reporters in. She spotted Schierbecker and points at him 
and says, “Oh he‟s a good one,” as he filmed from outside the circle. 

 Later, Schierbecker took to social media to respond to his experi-
ence at the protest site. He wrote on Twitter, “Official statement: I will not 
allow students to silence dissent by becoming a human meat wall that rolls 
over journalists doing their jobs.” (@Schierbecker) 

 Shortly after, David Kurpius, the dean of Missouri‟s prestigious 
School of Journalism, tweeted that Click is not a “J-School faculty mem-
ber,” and that the department is removing her courtesy title. He later went 
to tweet, “140 characters inadequate to fully discuss 1st Amendment free-
doms. We stand by journalists and our students. #Mizzou @mojonews” 
(@Kurp). 

          Since November, Click has issued an apology and has been re-
moved from her courtesy appointment, but she still remains at the school as 
an untenured communications assistance professor. For  some, that isn‟t 
enough. Over one-hundred House Republicans and eighteen Senate mem-
bers from the state legislature have signed a letter to the MU school board 
of curators demanding Click‟s “immediate firing.” 

 “The fact that, as a professor teaching the communication depart-
ment and the school of journalism, she displayed such a complete disregard 
for the First Amendment rights of reporters should be enough to question 
her competency and aptitude for her job,” reads the letter from Missouri 
lawmakers to the University of Missouri. 

           The letter also questioned Click‟s taxpayer-funded research, 
which has been under the microscope by many. According to the universi-
ty‟s website, “Her research interests center on popular culture texts and 
audiences, particularly texts and audiences disdained in mainstream culture. 
Her work in this area is guided by audience studies, theories of gender and 
sexuality, and media literacy. Current research projects involve 50 Shades 
of Grey readers, the impact of social media in fan's‟ relationship with Lady 
Gaga, masculinity and male fans, messages about class and food in reality 
television programming, and messages about work in children‟s television 
programs.” 

            According to USAtoday.com, Missouri Governor Jay Nixon, said 
that he may not agree with the lawmaker‟s letter because it he feels as 
though it “micromanages” the university, but he does agree that Click‟s 
behavior was outrageous. “Anybody who saw that video… I can under-
stand how completely unacceptable her behavior was. The fact that people 
are upset, I‟m okay with that,” Nixon said. 

           Fellow faculty members have been supporting her as several dozen 
members wrote a letter in support to university administrators: “Click as a 
member of the University of Missouri faculty who has earned her position 
through an outstanding record of teaching and research.” The professors go 
on to explain that the real victim is Click, herself: “We believe that Click 
has been wronged in the media by those who have attacked her personally 
and have called for her dismissal. We affirm our support of her as a col-
league, a teacher, and a scholar.” The American public will have to see how 
this story unfolds. 

There’s Nothing Bland About Sandra 
By Paige Clark 

            In July of 2015, Sandra Bland was forcefully arrested for something that many people feel should have taken five minutes to resolve peacefully 
without incarceration. Instead, she was roughly handcuffed and put into a jail cell where she died three days later by suicide. 

           The altercation began when Bland was pulled over by a police officer, Brian Encinia, for not turning on 
her turn signal when switching into another lane. Encinia did not take kindly to the fact that while writing her 
ticket, Bland decided to light a cigarette.Encinia asked Bland to put out the cigarette, but she refused claiming 
that she was within her legal right to smoke a cigarette in her own car. Encinia then insisted for Bland to get out 
of the car and put out the cigarette, but she refused stating, “I don‟t have to step out of my car.” Encinia then 
proceeded to try and forcefully remove her car. Again, she refused and told him that he had no right to do so 
because she wasn‟t under arrest. Encinia responded by telling Bland that she was under arrest, but he didn‟t give 
her the reason why, which is against her rights as a citizen. 

           Encinia let go of her and took his taser out and shouted, “Get out of the car! I will light you up! Get out!” 
It only got worse from here. Bland reluctantly got out of the car and handcuffs were placed on her. She was 
amgered by this and yelled, “For a [bleeping] signal, you‟re taking me to jail.” While the handcuffs were being 
placed on her, Bland told the officer, “You‟re about to [bleeping] break my wrist. Stop!” In response, Encinia 
ordered her to the ground and stood above her while a second officer, who had shown up to the scene, pressed 
his knee into her back. Bland became increasingly angry and screamed, “You‟re a real man now. You just 
slammed me, knocked my head into the ground. I got epilepsy, you [bleep].” He replief with only the word: 
“good.” 

          In Waller County jail, three days went by until a guard found Sandra Bland dead in her cell. This marked 
the beginning of a public uproar. The Bland family was outraged over the death of their beloved child and sister. 
Sandra‟s mother, did not believe that her daughter was capable of committing suicide, and she claimed that 
something else must have happened. However, an autopsy was done and it was concluded that the death was 
indeed a case of suicide. While this is hard for the Bland family to believe they have been focused on trying to 
recover from this tragedy. Mrs. Bland explained to the Chicago Times, “We‟re not all right,” she says. “Any 
mother who has lost a child is not all right. We‟re coping.” Now, months later, the Bland family is still grieving 

for their lost family member. The Bland family had charged officer Encinia as soon as they had found about the death of Sandra and in the months after 
her death, the Democracy Now magazine stated, “The family‟s call for criminal charges comes one day after a grand jury said it would not 
issue any indictments in connection with Bland‟s death inside the jail cell. Although the prison officers won‟t face charges, Officer Encinia 
could still be indicted when the grand jury reconvenes next month.” Keep a look out for the final decision. Page 5 
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            A Fatal Case of Affluenza 

By Christopher Matera 

 It was a late Saturday night, right before Father's Day 2013, when 
Eric Boyle‟s daughter Shelby, his wife Hollie, and two others were taken 
from this world because of a rich teenager who was never told no. This tragic 
event started with a disabled car out side of the Boyle‟s home in Burleson, 
Texas, a nice middle class town. Breanna Mitchell was on her way from a 
catering job when she lost control of her vehicle and crashed into the Boyle‟s 
next door neighbor's mailbox. The fam-
ily went outside to find out what was 
going on and to help the twenty-four 
year old Shelby Boyle, who was home 
on a break from nursing school, and 
allowed a shaken up Breanna to use 
their phone to call for help as her moth-
er stood by. 

 Across town at the 
McConnell's house, a family party was 
going on organized by youth pastor 
Brian Jennings. As the party wound 
down, Brian arranged to take borrowed 
tables and chairs back to his church. He requested help from young Lucas 
McConnell and his friend along with him to drop off the tables and chairs. 
While on his route, he saw the scene outside the Boyle‟s home and stopped 
to try and assist. He told the boys to stay in the truck and wait. 

 Meanwhile, a couple of blocks from The Boyle‟s home a not so 
innocent party was going on at a home owned by sixteen year old Ethan 
Couch‟s parents- a home where he was allowed to lived alone.Ethan and 
seven of his friends were getting drunk off of the grain alcohol called Ever-
clear and having a good time. Around eleven P.M  one of the children want-
ed to make a run to the local convenience store. All eight of the teens piled 
into Ethan‟s new Ford F-350, putting six in the cab compartment and the 
other two in the flatbed. As the eight thousand pound red truck made its way 
to the convenience store it sideswiped Breanna Mitchell‟s white SUV, then 
struck Eric Boyle‟s wife and daughter, Pastor Jennings, and Breanna, killing 
all of them. It then hit Brian Jenning‟s truck with the two boys inside, send-
ing it flying across the road. 

 Eric Boyle who was inside at the time of impact described it as “an 
earthquake.” Luca‟s father is the next to show up to the scene followed by 
the pastor‟s wife, his two sons and daughter. After many calls to 911 were 
placed, the emergency services showed up to what Sheriff Dee Anderson 
called the “worst crime scene he has seen in his thirty five years of law en-
forcement.”The police found bodies scattered across Burleson-Retta Road, 
and family members grieving. Lucas was with his father praying.What they 
didn‟t find at the crime scene was the young boy who had just slaughtered 
four people, tearing apart three families.As it turned out, Ethan had started to 
walk away from the scene and did not make it very far. A neighbor found the 

teen passed out in a ditch a quarter mile down the road. When the minor 
regained consciousness he told the neighbor to “just remember his name” 
and “he would get everyone out of this.” When law enforcement finally got 
to Ethan, he refused medical treatment. 

 Upon investigation, the story started to unravel. Ethan was caught 
on tape in a local Walmart stealing a six pack of beer earlier in the night. 
Ethan tested positive for valium, THC, and three hours after the crash had a 
BAC of 0.24, which is three times the legal limit for adults. The next morn-
ing on Father‟s Day, the scene was still being investigated. Eric Boyle 

opened his Father‟s Day cards without the women who had gotten 
them for him, and Pastor Jenning‟s presents were left unopened. In the 
meantime, Fred Couch paid one hundred thousand dollars to have his 
son sent to the west coast rehabilitation center called Newport Acade-
my. This rehab offers a lavish facility, horseback riding and yoga clas-
ses. The rehab is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the things 
the Couch‟s have done to spoil their son. When a teacher at Anderson 
Private school told Ethan‟s parents  he couldn‟t drive to school when 
he was 13 they took him out and home schooled him. 

 After collecting evidence of past alcohol use and giving his 
friends a chance to admit that Ethan was no stranger to drunk driving, 
the prosecution  charged the teen with four counts of intoxicated man-
slaughter and two counts of intoxicated assault. In December, Ethan 

admitted guilt and the case was moved to sentencing. The defense argued for 
treatment and not imprisonment. Psychologist G. Dick Miller, a part of the 
Couch‟s legal team, claimed the teen suffered from affluenza. This term set 
off a rapid fire of press and media that caught the nation‟s attention. The 
defense argued that because of his rich upbring and never being told no by 
his parents who were called the “ Worst Parents Ever” by D Magazine that 
he did not know the difference between right and wrong. This was a shock to 
the families of the victims. The bigger shock came when Judge Jean Boyd‟s 
verdict was reached. She sentenced Ethan to ten years of probation and more 
rehab. 

 The Couch family was then taken to civil court and settled out of 
court. As for the judge, she has since retired. After all that Ethan has done the 
families have still not heard an apology from Ethan or his parents. Instead of 
reforming and trying to change, Ethan was recently caught violating his pro-
bation which included ten years of no alcohol or drug consumption. A video 
surfaced that showed the now eighteen year old drinking at a family party. 
Instead of facing the heat, Ethan and his mother did what they do best, avoid 
responsibility. Tonia took her son and fled to Mexico after they had a fare-
well party. The two have since been apprehended and Tonia Couch is facing 
charges of hindering apprehension. 

     This story should have been a reminder to us that the law is the 
same for everyone, instead it tells us that money is the best defense. Ethan 
plead in court for another chance at life, but for those he slaughtered with his 
vehicle there will never be another chance. Families have been decimated 
and torn apart by bad parenting and privilege, hopefully Ethan will pay his 
karmic debt sooner rather than later.   

Keep Your Eyes Locked On The Roads 

By Pinar Yilmaz 

 In 2014, a student from  Kosuyolu Lisesi High School in Turkey, Tugba Yilmaz, lost her life while driving. She had always been very careful 
while driving on the road, but one night, she was trying to reach for her phone on the back seat, and she lost sight of the road. She lost control of the car 
and started going into the opposite lane when her car became stuck under a truck. Sadly, she didn‟t survive. 

 When it comes to driving, many teens don‟t think that an accident can cause them to lose their lives. My friend, Tugba was the type of  person 
who did not really think she would get in an accident after she got her license. I spoke to her parents about this tragic day.  I‟ve asked them how they felt 
when they heard the news. With her voice trembling, her mother explained, “Something like this seemed so impossible for it to happen because Tugba 
was such an intelligent girl and if she was alive right now she would have already started college.” Her father explained, “She loved to go to school. Her 
dream was to become an oncologist because her older brother had died from cancer.” When asked where she was going and what specifically happened 
on that day, her mother started crying and said, “She was driving back from school and she was on a city street. A truck that was coming from the oppo-
site lane and she reached the back seat for her phone. Then she lost control of her vehicle and her vehicle crashed into the truck. When the police came, 

her vehicle was stuck under the truck and she went in a coma right there on the street and died.” I asked them about what teens should be aware 
of while driving. They answered by saying, “It is always important to not be distracted by anything while you are on the road.” 

Continued on page 7, see Accident  
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Creating Change...One Tree Hugger at a Time 
By Care Colmary 

 This year at Delran High School, a handful of students and 
faculty have emerged from the greenhouse, looking to make positive 
changes to the environment. Advised by Ms. DiCesare and Mr. 
Fiordimondo, we have joined two of our environmentally focused 
clubs, the Environmental Club and the Horticulture Club, to form the 
Green Team. This team of environ-
mentalists are already making plans 
to organize events, activities, and 
projects for our school in order to 
raise awareness about the Earth and 
the ways people can help keep it 
clean and protect its resources. 

 Our team is working with 
the Philadelphia Zoo on the Unless 
Project. The goal of this project is to 
raise awareness of paper use and 
lessen it over time. Understanding 
this, we are speaking with students, 
staff, and members of the Board of 
Education about limiting paper in 
schools. This includes printing two 
sided papers and printing half sheets 
instead of using a whole sheet when 
an entire sheet is not needed. Paper 
usage can also be reduced by using more technology with our school 
work, an action in which a lot of our teachers are already implement-
ing. For instance, students can turn essays in through Google Drive 
and Google Classroom instead of handing hard copies into teachers. 
Of course, the Green Team understands that sometimes paper is nec-
essary. Ms. DiCesare pointed that out, “Technology is so accessible to 
us, and thanks to the support of our district we have the access to do 
these things. Being in the arts area, obviously I need paper in my life, 
so while I understand how it is important to limit unnecessary paper, 
there are still those times where we just need something tangible.”   

 DHS is not the only school with a working Green Team. 
Milbridge Elementary has a few years of working as a team under 
their belt. The DHS Green Team is planning on teaming up with Mil-
bridge for a spectacular Earth Day in April. We hope to be able to 
provide interesting and helpful information about the environment, as 

well as entertaining activities for the younger students. We 
also plan on having another successful plant sale as we 
did in December, prepared with several different varieties 

of plants, including ferns, cacti, and aci varias. Along with working 
with Milbridge, the DHS Green Team is working with Sustainable 
Schools-a project with the goal of helping the environment starting at 
schools nation wide. 

 In the future,we hope to establish a working hydration sys-
tem for our school that has cold, filtered water. This would allow eve-
ryone in the school to consistently be in reach of clean water to fill 
reusable water bottles. The hydration system project would be a huge 

improvement to our school because it would 
save a large amount of money that is spent on 
plastic water bottles. It would also help the 
environment, as plastic water bottle waste is a 
major source of pollution according to Food 
and Water Watch. Furthermore, incorporating 
a water hydration system project would not 
only lessen the harmful effects that normal, 
store bought plastic water bottles have on our 
planet, but also lessen the effects that they 
have on our bodies. CNBC reports prove that 
plastic water bottles can be harmful to those 
who drink from them, as chemicals in the wa-
ter bottles released when left in the sun pose a 
risk to our endocrine systems, which helps 
produce hormones into our bodies.   

 The DHS Green Team is not only 
helping the environment, but it is also allow-
ing an opportunity for grant money to be giv-

en to our school. The program we are working with, Sustainable 
Schools, has grants for schools who achieve bronze, silver, and gold 
metal statuses throughout their program. Now, not only is this amaz-
ing team improving the environment in more ways than one, it also 
has the possibility of helping our school as well! 

 The Green Team is giving the school and the environment 
major opportunities for positive change. All signs point to the Green 
Team- the members and faculty running it- having a chance to create 
something great that will bring our community together to improve, 
and help sustain our planet. This opinion is one that Ms. DiCesare 
shares, stating that she believes that “the Green Team is a wonderful 
opportunity for high school students who have interest in conserva-
tion, interest in environmental issues, and science. For them to be a 
part of a serious extracurricular group, one that actually creates 
change and not on a small scale. The thing about the Green Team is 
that it is continuously working towards something that will follow 
with us from year to year.” 
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Continued from page 6, Accident   

 Many accidents can happen on the road, even the times you think you have 100% control of the vehi-
cle you are driving. Many students in Delran High School get their Special Learner Permit, Probationary Li-
cense, or Driver License during high school. Even though this is a good thing, young people must always be 
aware of what they can do to prevent themselves from getting in an accident. According to the Parents Are The 
Key organization, the simplest way to prevent car crash deaths is to buckle up. Everyone in the car should be 
wearing seat belts, so if there is an accident everyone is protected. The website also explains that drivers should 
not allow activities that may take our their attention away from driving, such as talking on a cell phone, texting, 
eating, or playing with the radio. It also says that fatal crashes are more likely to occur at night; but the risk is 
higher for teens. It‟s important to follow these rules at all times while being on the road so people can prevent 
themselves from getting into these crashes. It‟s also critical to think twice if you‟re going to violate one of these 
rules. Everyone can feel comfortable on the road, but the vital thing is to not lose your concentration. Whenever you are on the road, just keep these things 
in mind and remember Tugba, who lost her life because she wasn‟t paying attention. 
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The Forgotten Genocide,  

Remembered 

Lily Schlosky 

April 24th will mark the 101st anniver-

sary of the Armenian Genocide. For the major-

ity of Americans who were 

never taught about this in 

schools, the Armenian Gen-

ocide was a mass annihila-

tion of Armenian Christians 

by the Ottoman Empire 

beginning around the 

1890‟s. The official exter-

mination process technical-
ly began in 1915 when 

World War 1 was just be-

ginning; however, the slow 

removal of the Armenians 

began well before that. 

Beginning in the 

4th century AD, Armenia 

became the first independ-
ent Christian nation, posi-

tioned near the Southeast-

ern point of Europe; situat-

ed between what is now Turkey, Georgia and 

Turkmenistan. As with many countries, inde-

pendence did not last long and throughout her 

history, Armenia has been ruled by numerous 

entities including the Greeks, Romans, Per-

sians, Byzantines, Mongols, and, most recog-

nizable, the Ottomans. Armenia held its tem-

porary independent status until the 15th century 
when it was absorbed into the Ottoman Em-

pire. Due to its location in a predominantly 

Muslim empire, the Christian beliefs held by 

the Armenians were slowly used as a weapon 

by the Ottoman‟s. Once Armenia became part 

of the Ottoman Empire, they soon became the 

minority and a target. 

At this time, Abdul Hamid II was the 

Sultan of the Ottoman Empire. Under his op-
pressive rule, the Christian Armenians were 

viewed as “infidels,” which allowed for them 

to be treated unjustly. According to Histo-

ry.com, Christians had “to pay higher taxes 

than Muslims” and they had “very few politi-

cal rights.” Note, this persecution was going 

on in the 1890‟s, well before the official date 

that the genocide began. Eventually, as most 

op- pressed people do, the Armenian intel-

lectuals staged a protest calling 

for the most basic of rights, like 

the right to vote, and they called to end the tax 

placed on Christians throughout the Empire. 

While this doesn‟t seem like much to grant a 

small group of people, the Sultan thought oth-

erwise. At the time, the Ottoman Empire was 
in a state of decline and the restless citizens 

were hoping for an overthrow of the dictatorial 

like government. Sultan Abdul made a promise 

to an interviewer in 1890 when asked how he 

would solve the “Armenian question” of rebel-

lion; he stated that “he will give them a box on 
the ear which will make them.....relinquish 

their revolutionary ambition.” During 1894-

1896, he did just that. While the official date 

given to the genocide wouldn‟t occur until 21 

years later, the murdering had already com-

menced. Between 1894-1896, Ottoman sol-

diers and citizens raided Armenian villages 

and commenced the killing of innocent civil-

ians. It is estimated that over  100,000 civilians 

were slaughtered. 

Not long after the murders, the Sultan 

was overthrown by a new nationalist group, 

who went by the name of the Young Turks. At 

first, their seemingly democratic and equal 

ways appealed to both Turkish and Armenian 

citizens, but it was soon revealed that their 

promises were empty ones. Three dominant 

members of the Young Turks seized control of 

the government and proceeded to enact their 
own ideas uniting the Turkic people and ex-

panding the borders of Turkey to create a, one 

language, one religion Empire called a Turan. 

Unfortunately for the Armenians, their home 

was in the direct path of the planned Turkish 

expansion. 

During World War I the Young Turks 

aligned themselves with the Central Powers, 

which consisted of Germany and Austria-

Hungary. On the opposing side was the Allied 

Powers, which were comprised of the English, 

French, and Russians. This posed a problem 

for the Turks because naturally, the Armenians 
situation within their Empire would make the 

Russians a good choice for them to align them-

selves with to aid their rebellion. This fear 

resulted in the Ottomans stripping Armenian 

soldiers fighting in the Ottoman army of their 

weapons and forcing them into 

slave labor, using them as hu-

man mules. Those who survived 

the exhausting manual labor 

were given no chance to live 

and shot outright. Not only did 
they strip the military officers of 

their weapons, but they dis-

armed the entire Armenian pop-

ulation. Soon after, on April 24th 

1915, the roundups began. 

 In 1914, World War I 

officially began. While the 

world was at war, the Young 

Turks, who were allied with the 
Germans, had been slowly eras-

ing the Armenian race from 

planet Earth, (and gone unno-

ticed) that is, until now. On 

April 24th 1915, all throughout the expansive 

Ottoman Empire, Armenian Christians were 

being rounded up, placed in jail, and shortly 

thereafter shot. It started with the intellectuals, 

the people of influence like lawyers, educators 

and politicians who were taken from their 

place in Constantinople, and continued on to 
the men. Shortly thereafter, the women, chil-

dren, and elderly were gathered up and taken 

from their homes under the guise of relocation 

for their own protection. The cruel and unusual 

way that the Armenians were sent to their 

deaths was appalling. It wasn‟t just a quick 

gunshot. Some were tied together and bayonet-

ed and the women, children, and elderly were 

forced to strip naked and walk for miles across 

the Syrian Desert. Their homes were confiscat-

ed and in the rare instance that their children 
were spared, they were forced to renounce 

Christianity, convert to Islam and live with 

new Turkish families under new Turkish 

names. According to the University of Minne-

sota‟s Center for Holocaust and Genocide 

Studies there were an estimated “2,133,190 

Armenians in the empire in 1914 and only 

about 387,800 by 1922.”  

Continued on page 9, see  

Genocide Page 8 

 



 

 

Continued from page 8, see Genocide 

Because, the Armenian Genocide occurred in 1915, 
concurrent with WW1, the Turkish government  considered 

the Armenians pleas to Russia an act of war. This would be a 

completely valid argument, if it wasn‟t a cover for the thou-

sands of murders that occurred over the course of twenty-one 

years prior to the Mass killings in 1915. Currently, the Turk-

ish Government refuses to acknowledge the Genocide; in 

fact, it‟s illegal to speak about the events that occurred.   

Suspiciously enough, this crucial historical event 

has been cut out of standard and honors level World History 
courses, leading me to ask the question why? Ask people 

about the Armenian Genocide and many know aboslutely 

nothing about it; they don‟t know what it was or when it happened. It‟s an example of revisionist history that has been going on for years, and 

this inaccurate recording of the past is slowly unraveling the important ties that hold together the stories of the world. People who survived the 

Genocide are now deceased, and, for the most part, their stories have gone with them. If no one teaches the facts of what happened, the world 

will never know and it will leave us with a different history than what actually happened. It‟s not only in America that slow changes are being 

made through country wide core curriculum. Children who attend school in Turkey learn about this event from a very different perspective. 

While some people have come to their own conclusions that the murders were a genocide, the Turkish government remains “staunch in its re-

fusal to acknowledge” and that poses a big problem for schools. This raises 

the question: should we teach the truth, or  should we portray a fabricated 

version to ensure that the special interests are happy? The answer should be 
clear, but unfortunately that's not how schools across the world are approach-

ing the teaching of the genocide and many other huge historical events that 

lack living people with the ability to refute the argument. 

 The Armenian Genocide is just one piece of the bigger picture when 

it comes to the revisionist history being taught in schools not only across 

America, but across the world. To me, the facts should tell their own story. 

We shouldn‟t need teachers to interpret history for us; their purpose is solely 

to inform the masses sbout the facts,. It people have different opinions they 
should be formed based on the facts. The fear of offending people is keeping  

adults from reporting  accurate stories about history the way it     actually 

happened . The truth sometimes offends people, but willful ignorance towards 

reality is not appropriate. 

 My purpose of writing was to inform people of the lack of recogni-

tion that this and many other topics receive within our country and especially 

in our schools. By not teaching crucial parts of history, we‟re raising a group 

of unintelligent, biased children and in the process, rewriting history for fu-

ture generations to come. What no one realizes about these small tweaks that 
occur overt ime is that eventually through more and more small tweaks 

throughout the years, the entire story changes; the meanings, morals and purposes are now different. When there‟s no one there to tell the sto-

ries, and no physical proof to contradict the current “truth,” the new story will go 

down in history as a factual, historical account. By allowing schools to omit por-

tions of history, no matter how small, we‟re changing history for the generations 

to come. Is this really something that we want to permit? 

If you‟ve never read the book 1984 by George Orwell, I suggest you do. 

It accurately depicts the detrimental results that small, consistent, historical revi-

sions can have on government and society. Maybe a fictional book is what is 
needed to gain the attention of people about some uncomfortable truths that we all 

must face..  
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     Freshman Seminar or Senior Seminar? 

By Kait Cloud 

Every freshman in Delran High School must meet a manda-

tory requirement during freshman year; they must take the Freshman 

Seminar course. The basic topics covered in the class include: finan-

cial planning, occupational goals, and life skills. 

All of these topics are clearly beneficial to stu-

dents; however, many argue that these topics 

are much more relevant during a student's sen-

ior year rather than freshman year. 

In my opinion, the majority of fresh-

man students are more concerned about making 

the adjustment from middle school to high 

school.Writing a check is the farthest thing 

from their minds while they are trying to navi-

gate the halls and routines of DHS.  

 Many senior students, on the other 

hand, are close to entering “the real world” and 

are ready to embark on independence. Upon graduation, many seniors 

will be living away from their parents for the first time. They will 

need to manage their own finances and develop life skills. The topics 

addressed in freshman seminar, such as developing personal and pro-

fessional relationships, as well as time and money management will 

become relevant for every senior upon graduation due to their en-

trance into the “real world.” They will need to apply the lessons 

taught to them four years earlier in freshman seminar to the decisions 

they will be making in their everyday lives. Hopefully, they can re-

member what they learned. 
 Having that material explained to students in senior year 
would allow it to be fresh in their minds at a time when they will be 
more likely to implement it. I asked some of my fellow classmates for 

their opinion on the topic. A female sophomore replied, “I had fresh-
man seminar last year; I don‟t remember a lot of the topics we 
learned about. I think that this class would be better if it was taken 
senior year. After graduating, you‟re all on your own and will need to 
know how to manage your own money and make your own financial 
decisions. It seems obvious for seniors to take the class when it is 

relevant in their lives.” A male senior responded similarly 
saying, “It is a helpful class, but it would be better for 
someone who is more prepared for the real world rather 
than a freshman who still has four years to go. It is diffi-
cult for me to remember topics we learned about from so 
long ago.”  
 Resume writing is a particular theme addressed 
in freshman seminar. While the benefits of learning such 
material goes without saying, many freshman students at 
DHS might be planning on attending a four year college. 
Therefore, most freshman students are still eight years 
away from writing a professional resume. Seniors, on the 
other hand, can put that knowledge into practice immedi-
ately. Senior students will more than likely have to write a 

resume or college admission essay at some point sooner than fresh-
man students.  
 Also, interviewing  is another important topic discussed in 
freshman seminar. Through this instruction, students learn how to act 
and present themselves in interviews. This is a valuable skill every-
one should have, but this is particularly important for seniors. Most 
senior students at this point in their lives will be going on college 
tours and will start being interviewed.  
 The Freshman Seminar course at DHS has endless value to 
students. Students undoubtedly become better prepared for their fu-
ture experiences through the lessons learned in the class. However, it 
seems more logical, based on feedback from the student body, that 
the course would be more beneficial for seniors rather than freshman 
students.   

Now This is Tweet-Worthy 

By Alexis Hopkins 

“Did you see that twitter fight last night?” No, I did not. I did not see that Twitter fight because I was talking to my family. Don‟t 

ask me about that picture of Jennifer and Brad that he posted last night or the tweet about that 

new teacher. I was doing homework. Don‟t ask me about the pictures and videos on Snapchat 

from that popular girl‟s party on Friday night. I was eating dinner with my family. Don‟t ask me 

about the fact that the quiet girl posted a quote about a boy and now everyone‟s wondering who 

she likes. I was watching my favorite television show. Don‟t ask me why I think the popular boy 

posted a screenshot of a conversation with a family member and why he trashed that family 

member. I was hanging out with friends, and I don‟t want to hear about it. You may think I‟m 

crazy for this, but while I agree that social media can be great, it also has many negatives. In our 

lives as teenagers, social media can become an issue. Everything seems to revolve around social 

media in high school. It‟s where we store pictures and witty tweets that we desperately hope will 

get liked and retweeted. Social media, in fact, has the ability to destroy our relationships and de-

stroy our interpersonal skills. 

Think about this: when was the last time you could go without your phone for more than 

twenty minutes without feeling some type of emptiness or boredom? When was the last time you decided that instead of tweeting to the peo-

ple who were sitting right next to you, you put your phone down and actually talk to them, using your mouth and voice? When was the last 

time that you decided to ask your friends in person if they wanted to go to the movies with you on Saturday night, instead of sending them a 

quick text that probably took two minutes to compose and send? I‟m guilty of most of these social media crimes but that is one of the reasons 

why I‟m starting this conversation. I realize that mostly every issue I‟ve ever had with anyone has sprouted from a small miscommunication 

over social media. I‟m tired of explaining what a text was supposed to mean rather than what it sounded like. Instead, I‟d like to 

skip that entire situation altogether and talk to someone face-to-face, a situation where emotions can be read and recognized. 

Continued on page 11, see Twitter  
Page 10 
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Because of social media, many of us seem to think it is appro-

priate to be sitting at the dinner table on our phones looking at a girl‟s 

Instagram, hoping that one day we will have a relationship like hers, 

while ignoring the people right next to us. We seem to think that while 

our grandparents are visiting, it‟s okay to be snapchatting our friend to 

keep our daily snapchat going. We seem to think that instead of starting 

and ending relationships in person, it‟s okay to text them, asking him or 

her out or saying, “I don‟t think this is working.” We seem to think it‟s 

okay to deal with issues and arguments by posting quotes on Instagram 

and hoping that the other person sees it and automatically knows it's 

about them. We seem to rely on other people‟s words to explain how we 

feel instead of explaining our own thoughts and feelings. Sadly, the only 

emotions some of us seem to have now are the ones that are able to be 

displayed with a single emoji. Girls get confused from mixed messages. 

They assume that their boyfriend is mad at them because he read a text 

and didn‟t answer, or he didn‟t include emojis in the message. Guys get 

jealous because his girlfriend‟s ex-boyfriend texted her, asking how she 

was or another guy comments some random string of emojis on her pic-

ture that he can‟t seem to figure out. Friends argue and then tweet about 

each other, and suddenly the fight intensifies. Families fight because 

while everyone was at the family dinner, one aunt decided that she didn‟t 

want to go because of the picture she saw on Facebook of her niece with 

friends the one time she held a dinner at her house. 

Social media has turned our previous expectations in a relation-

ship, like trust and honesty, to the newly adopted expectations of ex-

changing expensive things and posting long paragraphs about how fabu-

lous and amazing the other person is to have bought you that item to any 

social media site possible. What was previously known as something 

shared between two people is now something expected to be shared 

amongst thousands. People know almost everything that goes on in some 

 people's relationships. We all saw how they went to Disney together and 

they got their “fairytale.” We all saw how they made it to three months 

and decided it would be a good idea to get promise rings. We all saw how 

he sent her a good morning text that was absolutely adorable. We all 

scrolled past it; we all saw it; we all thought about it, but does anyone 

ever think that maybe relationships should be a little less out there and a 

little more personal? People should definitely be proud to have what they 

do and should be able to show it off, yes, but do they really have to post 

every single picture they‟ve ever taken together with their boyfriend or 

girlfriend? 

Our generation needs fixing because instead of setting priorities 

to be a good, trustworthy friend, we have set them as keeping and main-

taining a perfect ratio for the people we follow versus the amount of peo-

ple who follow us. We have unnecessary worries and insecurities because 

the one girl we all follow posted a long paragraph about how she was 

once stabbed in the back by her very best friend. We believe that because 

she, the girl with the pretty smile and flawless face, was stabbed in the 

back by her best friend, anyone could be put in the same situation. Our 

generation is so messed up because instead of sitting at lunch and having 

conversations with our friends, we are sitting in silence on our phones, 

scrolling aimlessly through our Instagram and Twitter feeds. Instead of 

going out with friends, we group chat with them. Instead of working 

through problems, we block and unfollow each other. We should start 

paying attention to the amount of times we are found on our phones and a 

little less attention on what that girl tweeted. We should start talking to 

our family about our day instead of texting our friends about our bad day. 

We should start asking people ahead of time if we want to hang out with 

them, instead of  texting an hour before. We should start having conversa-

tions, face-to-face, instead of group chatting with people. Maybe in doing 

so, we will realize that there are actually great things you can learn from 

people that can‟t be learned from sitting in your room on your phone. 

Terrorism Has No Religion 

By Naggie Aydin 
It was a Thursday night, and I was essentially having a pretty good day. I had just finished my homework, so 

now it was time to go through social media and see what was going on in the Twitter world. As I was on Twitter, I saw a 

tweet that completely flipped my stomach upside down. The tweet read, “Guns don‟t read the Quran and become radical-

ized. Terrorists do. #GOPDebate.” I don‟t usually let this kind of negative energy get to me because I was taught right 

from wrong, and clearly people like this need to snap into reality and be condemned from making such harsh judgements 

on a topic they are most definitely not educated on. But at the same time, it is these tweets and these sort of assumptions 

that get people rallied up and influence them to think the wrong things and blame the wrong people. I‟m almost positive 

this person never once picked up a Quran (the sacred book of Islam) in his or her life judging by the mentality displayed 

in this tweet, so how can one make such ignorant of a statement without any justification? 
Why is racism so common in the U.S.?  I can‟t tell you how much that disturbs me. I used to be polite in my arguments so that whoever I was 

arguing against would take me seriously, but that never got me very far. Nobody should bring harm to innocent people and then hide behind the pathetic 

“It‟s just my opinion” excuse. Well, guess what? Those “opinions” have death tolls and body counts.  

Islamophobia is prevalent all over the world. Its existence is wearing down on the millions of Muslims who must carry on the weight of recent 

terrorist attacks, such as 9/11, the attack in Paris, and the shooting in San Bernardino California. As a result, there is a misleading portrayal of all Mus-

lims as being violent and dangerous. However, these attacks were plotted by evil and radicalized groups, such as Al Qaeda and ISIS. One can refer to 

these militant organizations as representations of Islam, however, that is far from what they are. ISIS does not represent Islam. As established in the 

Quran, Islam is a religion devoted to reforming society and establishing norms and cultural practices in coherence with the ideals of freedom and equal-

ity. Mercy, love, and peace are mentioned in the Quran 355 times. God calls it upon all people to live by the moral values He established so that mercy, 

love, and peace can be accomplished all over the world. “Humanity is but a single Brotherhood: So make peace with your brethren” (the Quran, 49:10). 

The problem is, these militant groups are following irrational traditions invented centuries after the first Quran was sent out. These practices have gotten 

more radical over time. There is no arguing against the horrible actions of these groups, but to say that they represent the entire state of Islam is absurd. 

Any radical group that tries to justify murder, or rationalize slavery and sexual abuse, does not belong to Islam. It‟s just that simple. 

Continued on page 12, see Religion  Page 11 
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 With that being said, the horrendous 
acts of a so-called “Islamic” group, such as 
ISIS, do not validate the discrimination to-
wards every single Muslim. It is one‟s charac-
ter that defines whether or not he or she is a 
good person. People should not judge others 
based off of their religion, the color of their 
skin, how they look, or what they are wearing. 
It‟s not morally acceptable. We know better. It 
may sound cheesy, but it really is what‟s inside 
that matters. I wish everybody had this mind-
set. Then the world would be a much better 
place. 

 President Obama has stated, in a tele-

vised address at the White House, that “No 

religion condones the killing of innocents, and 

the vast majority of ISIL‟s victims have been 

Muslim. ISIL is a terrorist organization, pure 

and simple. And it has no vision other than the 

slaughter of all who stand in its way.” People 

must become aware of the fact that ISIS has 

launched bombs and assaults to mosques in 
Yemen and Saudi Arabia. How does one have 

the audacity to claim that ISIS symbolizes Is-

lam when they are destroying monuments that 

Muslims cherish and hold so dearly? 
 People are anxious and afraid, and 

that‟s why we‟ve been seeing so much finger 

pointing lately. This is why we, as a country, 

need to come together and take any necessary 

precautions. This does not mean we should 

close borders to every Muslim entering the 

U.S., an unpleasant call made by presidential 

candidate Donald Trump. This is not an appro-

priate solution. Former Philadelphia Mayor, 

Michael Nutter, says it best when he condemns 

Trump‟s tactics and relates it to that of Adolf 

Hitler. He doesn‟t flinch once when he says, 

“This is the same tactic and strategy [as Hit-

ler]...Find an enemy, convince people they‟re 

the enemy, blame every problem on them and 

then try to get rid of them.” It doesn‟t take a 

genius or mathematician to accept the fact that 

Trump is literally playing on people's fears and 

trying to radicalize Americans against Mus-

lims. The point is, if you want to blame an en-

tire race of men and women for the actions of 

one insane radical group of uncivilized beings, 
then you need to open your eyes and enlighten 

yourself. That‟s not right. Blaming all Muslims 

for the actions of a group like ISIS or the Tali-

ban is like blaming all Christians for the ac-

tions of the KKK. 
 Bernie Sanders, a Senator from Ver-

mont and Democratic candidate for President 

of the United States, feels strongly about 

Trump and his extremist ideals. In an interview 

with Killer Mike, a rapper, Sanders explains 

what he feels is so dangerous about Trump. As 

I stated before, people are anxious and afraid. 

Bernie utilizes this fact and says, “Somebody 

like Trump comes along and he says…You‟re 

angry and you‟re frustrated? It‟s that black guy 

there, that‟s the guy. [Those Mexican immi-

grants] they‟re criminals and they‟re rapists, 

we gotta keep „em out. It‟s the Muslim across 

the street...That‟s your enemy right there.” 

Sanders believes that playing on people‟s fears 
and anxieties is the “oldest trick in the book,” 

and Trump is making use of this tactic. He 

reveals a basic truth. Any prejudiced person in 

the American public who feels similarly to 

Trump will be affected greatly by his remarks. 

It justifies their hatred and bigotry and gives 

them reason to continue to discriminate. Before 

you know it, these advocates feel justified in 

giving particular people a hard time and acting 

out against them.    
In all honesty, any form of racial prej-

udice should not be tolerated. It‟s not right. 

This is America. Everybody is free to practice 

whatever religion that they believe in. This 

freedom should be perceived as a reward, not a 

punishment. 
While I recognize that these unwar-

ranted attacks carried out by ISIS or any other 
radical “Islamic” group is a serious problem, I 

don‟t necessarily have the solution on how to 

stop them, and neither does the Muslim com-

munity. All Muslims shouldn‟t be held ac-

countable for the acts of ISIS. It irritates me 

when people say, “Why don‟t the Muslims just 

stop ISIS?” Well, okay, I guess we could all 

just whip out our cell phones right now and call 

ISIS and tell them to “chill out.” That‟ll for 

sure fix everything. 
In conclusion, I will leave you with a 

powerful quote from Into The Wild written by 

Jon Krakauer that really stood out to me and 

seems to sum it up best. The main character of 

this tragic nonfiction journey, a young and 

frustrated Christopher McCandless says, “You 

know what I don't understand? I don't under-

stand why people, why every bleep person is so 

bad to each other so bleep often. It doesn't 

make sense to me. Judgment. Control. All that, 
the whole spectrum.” 

I personally feel that in order to end 

this ongoing cycle of racial discrimination, we 

as Americans should stand together to 

acknowledge the real issues that are blinding 

our country and do something proactive to fix 

them instead of allowing them to divide us.        

This is Not the Real F-word 

By Jada Grisson 
In my younger and more easily entertainable days, I spent a lot of time on Twitter. I made memes, “favorited” an ungodly amount of cat 

pictures, and “retweeted” to my heart‟s content; I was a full-blown social-media aficionado. This behavior, of course, 

left me privy to some of the internet‟s more unsavory sites, yet it never really put too harsh a damper on my relation-

ship with the world wide web. To put it simply, you got smart; certain accounts were to be avoided if your happiness 

was to be salvaged. Though it‟s now been awhile since a “url” sufficed for my main place of residence, I still hear 

what is going on if something causes a big enough stir to garner my interest. On January 27th such a catalyst oc-

curred; however, what I did not expect was for it to be coming from the Oxford English Dictionary's Twitter account. 

I went to Vox.com, The Guardian, and The Huffington Post; even Seventeen magazine seemed in on the 

action. The crime? Sexism. On the fateful Wednesday anthropologist and Phd. student Michael Oman-Reagan was 

researching a word for some class or another when he came across “rabid.” As defined by Oxford linguists, it states 

“having or proceeding from an extreme or fanatical support of or belief in something: a rabid feminist.” As a self-

proclaimed feminist and lover of words one can‟t help but find this information more than a little disconcerting. 

Reagan certainly did, as he went on to suggest to the Oxford team via Twitter that this definition was not only 

insensitive but misleading, and they should “...maybe change that?‟‟ They way thart OED, one of the 

most respected pillars of education, responded was somewhat shocking. Continued on page 14, see F-word Page 12 
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A New Beginning: Adapting To Life In America 

By Brenda Oliveira 
At every corner you turn at Delran High School, you will en-

counter a student speaking a different language; that is because we have a 

very diverse community here in Delran. Unbeknownst to many, these stu-

dents, who you might be friends with, are often undergoing drastic chang-

es. Many have packed up everything they own, leaving everything they 

have ever known behind. Many students who have come here from for-

eign countries are going through a major adjustment, adapting to a new 

life in a new country, a new life in America. I, personally, have gone 

through this situation, leaving one country to go to another, not once, but 

twice. If there is one 

thing I know, and know 

it well, is adapting. It 

isn‟t easy, but I know 

that when I succeeded, at 

the end of the day, there 

was nothing I was more 

proud of in my life. 

It all starts with 

the leaving of their home 

country, and that feeling 

of goodbye. Young 

adults are leaving every-

thing to settle in a place 

they know nothing about. 

Most of the time these 

kids have no choice in their departure, the decision is made by their par-

ent(s) or guardian(s). There are many reasons that bring these families to 

the United States, whether it be a fresh start or a better life; they really are 

just looking to live the “American Dream.” The cost of living the 

“American Dream” is undergoing drastic change, a “whole new life,” as 

freshman Rebecca Taques calls it. She explains her experience: “It is as if 

I was re-born and had to relearn everything.” 

With change comes difficulty and struggle; the struggle to adapt 

to a new life. Some have it harder than others, but it all comes down to 

how people handle themselves in this process. I sat down with our high 

school‟s  English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher, Mrs. Holmes, and 

spoke to her about this topic. Mrs. Holmes has been teaching English as a 

Second Language (ESL) for the past twenty years. Throughout her career 

she has taught kids from all over the world. When asked if she found it 

difficult to teach a class where so many different languages are being spo-

ken amongst the students, she stated, “I actually like when there are a lot 

of different languages and cultures because I think it‟s helpful for the kids 

to  learn from each other. They learn about other cultures, themselves. 

They see other students going through the same process that they‟re going 

through. And sometimes I see friendships develop between kids from dif-

ferent countries and culture. I always enjoy seeing that kind of thing.” 

Something hit me as I was interviewing her; I experienced a very 

strong memory that I hadn't thought about until that moment. I remem-

bered that when I came back to America and joined my ESL class, I gave 

my ESL teacher a very hard time. I had never really thought about how 

poorly I had treated her. I realized though that my behavior towards my 

teacher definitely traced back to coming from a broken, unstable home 

and going through the transition without proper help or guidance from my 

family. I explained this to Mrs. Homes and she understood exactly what I 

meant. She has seen it all in her many years of teaching. She has taught 

students who come from seemingly perfect families to kids 

with less than perfect families. She explains, “Just with any 

kid, your family is so important to your success in school, and if you have 

two parents who are on the same page and are expecting the same things 

from you, I think generally the kids from those families are going to do 

better. I certainly have had students who came from less than perfect situa-

tions who have done well, and at the same time I have had kids who come 

from great families who don‟t do well. You know, there are always indi-

vidual differences. Generally speaking, that family background is definite-

ly important.” 

To really get a sense about how our classmates feel about the 

changes they are going through, I sat down with foreign students who 

either have gone through this adaptation to American life and culture and 

those who are currently going through it.When asked about what the big-

gest difference between America and their original country, I seemed to 

get the same responses from 

all of students: the econo-

my, laws, how organized 

America is compared to 

where they came from, edu-

cation, and people‟s level of 

politeness. As Americans, 

we may not think we live in 

a place that is a wonderful 

as it truly is, but from the 

point of view of a foreigner, 

America is definitely a spe-

cial place. Some may even 

call it a paradise. 

Sophomore, Rebecca 

Taques, who is originally 

from Brazil, shared with me what she found to be the most fascinating 

thing in America: “My first day of school here, everything looked just like 

I had seen in the movies, especially the school bus.” Believe it or not, 

some of the things that seem very common to an American student can be 

a dream to a foreigner, like a school bus. Many foreign students grow up 

watching American movies and dream of one day living that life. When 

they finally get to live it, it is often a mind blowing experience. Unlike 

Rebecca, her brother Pedro, who just like his sister has only been in Amer-

ica since August of 2015, is very shy about practicing what he has learned 

of the English language. He explains, “On my first day of school the 

teacher asked me a question in front of the class, and I didn‟t know what 

to say to him. I was embarrassed.” A freshman named Thiago, also ex-

plains that his first day of school was anything but a dream. He recalls it: 

“My first few days here were awful, I didn‟t know anything.” These types 

of situations are very common among foreign students. In the beginning, 

everything is harder. These young people have just been presented with a 

new world, but as time goes on, all that discomfort goes away. 

Soon enough these kids start to loosen up and start practicing the 

language whatever way they can. A welcoming environment, like Delran 

High school, also makes the transition easier. As time goes by, all the 

heartache from leaving their loved ones will lessen, and the happiness 

from having met other amazing people in America will fill that empty 

spot. The students begin to believe that they actually fit in, and that is the 

most beautiful part of it all. 
 To those people who are reading this article and struggling with 
their own journey, I leave you with valuable advice from Mrs.Holmes: 
“Make the most of the time that you‟re in ESL because it is a small class, 
because it is a safe place. Push yourself. Speak English.” And for the peo-
ple who do not recognize how hard it is for these students, please be aware 
that they are going through a major transition. Help them out. Be patient 
with them. Speak to them and encourage them to test their abilities. 
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They responded with the following 

tweets, which came off as dismissive:  “If only 

there were a word to describe how strongly you 

feel about feminism…” and “Btw, „rabid‟, isn‟t 

always negative…”.They would later issue a state-

ment of apology and are now doing a review of 

the current issue and how the use of language may 

be supporting unconscious stereotypes,. This ac-

tion is admirable ; however, it wasn‟t without 

further prodding from reputable people. Tweets 

poured in with people pointing out other instances 

of gender stereotyping. For example, the defini-

tion of doctor only included male pronouns and 

nurse with only female,. An example for bossy 

was a “meddling wife”.„ During this time, „rabid‟ 

also became the most searched word on the     

Oxford page .   

The public spoke out through tweets, 

and it was clear that they were not amused. 

Reagan took it further stating, “Reinforcing stere-

otype...doesn't merely reflect use, it actively pro-

duces stereotype.” Oxford should be applauded 

for how they cleaned the situation up, but their 

seems to be a greater message. Society desperately 

needs feminism, especially since  our popular 

culture is so eager to reject the word. 
I remember getting weird looks for my 

“Equality Now!” shirts in middle school and 

branded a lesbian because there was so much con-

fusion surrounding such an unbelievably powerful 

word. Feminism is the belief of  social and politi-

cal equality for the sexes. That‟s what it means, 

and that‟s what it should always mean; regardless 

of the man-eating and bra-burning stereotypes that 

have come to plague the connotation of the word 

our community.  

In this day and age, it‟s as if the one 

single world could  transform you into an awful, 

man-hating monster . Its as if femiinsits get brand-

ed with a scarlet “F” tthat will haunt them to their 

graves. So many powerful women, from Shailene 

Woodley to Kelly Clarkson and Katy Perry, have 

backed away from  using this word for fear of a 

monster that isn‟t real. This make believe 

“monster” is a concept that evolved from years of 

ignorance and misinterpretation. In the end, it‟s 

not the word people should be afraid of. We 

should fear what  happens when there‟s a lack of 

communication and  people become comfortable 

with their misunderstanding.  

New SAT Comes Marching In 

By Kristen Kerstetter, Editor-in-Chief 
 This upcoming March, there will be a major change coming to 

one of the most hated things done by almost all teenagers: the SAT. Col-

lege Board has decided to revise the SAT so that the test would contain “no 

more mysteries,” according to The New York Times. After years of it being 

a test that didn‟t involve much of what students learn during school, the 

new SAT will include questions and problems reflected in high school cur-

riculums. Rather than having three sections, there will only be two: Math 

and Evidence-Based Reading and Writing, as reported by The New York 

Times. Each section will be scored based on a 200-800 scale and “there will 

no longer be a penalty for guessing.” Therefore, the chances of getting a 

correct answer more likely. With the current SAT, there are five possible 

answer choices, whereas the new one will have only four. Another differ-

ence, the required essay will be optional. 
Aside from the procedural changes comes the content revisions. 

The test will be based mainly off the Common Core standard, which per-

sonally I am not a fan of, emphasizing “evidence-based interpretations of 

texts, vocabulary used in college and careers, and depth-over-breadth math 

skills. And yes, although the exam will not be the mirror image of the ACT, 

the two are about to become much more similar,” according to The New 

York Times. 
 The feelings towards the new test are mixed. Experts say the test 

is better because it‟s more relevant to what students are learning in school, 

rather than asking questions that many students cannot answer because they 

are skill-based and not learner-based. However, others argue that students 

could do worse with the new SAT if they were not taught properly or well 

enough in school. Reported in The New York Times, “The new SAT will 

align better with what kids are learning in school,” said Ned Johnson, 

founder of PrepMatters, a test-preparation service in Bethesda, Md., and 

co-author of “Conquering the SAT.” 

 Now to the actual changes being made. As for those students who 

have taken the current SAT, I‟m sure a majority of them hated the obscure 

vocabulary terms used during the writing section in order to complete a 

sentence. Well lucky for those of you who have yet to take the test, they‟re 

trashing that section. Instead, students will now “have to derive the mean-

ing of widely used words based on context,” explained by The New York 

Times. Rather than recalling the meaning of those tough words, students 

will be required to read passages and choose an answer care-

fully. 

Preparing for the SATs 

is never fun. Between buying 

books full of old test questions 

and paying a good amount of 

money to hire a tutor, it‟s easy to 

prepare for the current test. Now, 

as explained by current SAT tu-

tors, students should prepare for 

the new test by reading a variety 

of different texts, focusing on non-

fiction. Reading more to prepare will help in the long run because the new 

writing section will include even more reading passages. Experts say that if 

one doesn‟t read well, the new test isn‟t going to be your friend. Along 

with the reading and writing sections containing more reading, the math 

section will require reading as well, with less equation questions and more 

word problems. Besides the increase of word problems comes the changes 

in the math content as well: “Geometry is fading out. Algebra is stepping 

up: Prepare for linear equations and inequalities, and systems of equations 

in two variables,” as reported by The New York Times. With the increase of 

advanced math, including trigonometry, the test will cover material from a 

higher number of courses. This will then make it harder for students to take 

the SAT early, like I chose to do. According to The New York Times, 

“Some questions will require knowledge of statistics, a course relatively 

few students take in high school. And because one math section will pro-

hibit the use of a calculator, students who use them in class may want to 

practice tackling calculations with pencil and paper.” 
The dreaded essay is currently the first section of the SAT and 

will be undergoing a drastic change; it will now be optional. This section of 

the new test resembles the way the ACT is laid out because the essay is 

optional for that test as well. Scoring will return to the 1,600 scale, last 

used in 2004, rather than the current 2,400 scale, using a separate score the 

the essay. The new essays will reflect a lot of what Advanced Placement 

English kids have learned throughout the course of the year, asking for a 

critical response to an argument. Now this may be easy for AP kids, but 

students who took lower courses are expected to have a tougher time while 

writing the essay. Now I know that an optional essay sounds great, but 

experts say it‟s better to write the essay because a lot of colleges require it. 
Sometimes change can be good, at other times, not so much. 

Honestly, who knows what to expect for this new test because no one 

knows how it truly is until they experience it for themselves. So, I wish all 

students the best of luck if they have to take the new SAT. Who knows, 

maybe one of them will get a perfect score, certainly unlike me. I‟m just 

happy I don‟t have to take it again. 
Page 14 
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How Long Can We Be Told to “Trust the  

Process?” 

By Matt Lubicky 

Tim Duncan, Patrick 

Ewing, Yao Ming, LeBron James, 

Kevin Durant, and Shaquille 

O‟Neil, all have two things in 

common. One, these players are 

legendary athletes who have dras-

tically changed their respective 

teams in a positive way. Two, 

these athletes all were all drafted 

by organizations who “tanked” to 

obtain them. Tanking is assem-

bling a non-winning team to gain 

a higher draft pick, in which they 

hope to use to gain a young play-

er who will bring them a champi-

onship. Sam Hinkie and the 76ers organization are the next team to at-

tempt this plan of tanking, and has been for the past three years.     

The 76ers are a prestigious basketball organization and have a 

rich history in winning. Philadelphia is the home of legends like Wilt 

Chamberlain, Julius Erving, Allen Iverson, and so many more. You 

could imagine why this idea of tanking is a tough pill for Philly fans to 

swallow. Philadelphia is a city that always wants to win, and if one of the 

teams are not doing too well, they‟re going to hear it. 

Unfortunately, the 76ers have gone 37-127 over the past two 

seasons. The 2015-16 season looks to be just as much of a letdown. To 

start the season, they beat their own previous record of twenty-six con-

secutive games lost by two losses with twenty-eight straight losses. Also, 

they tied the record for worst start to an NBA season going 0-18. Don‟t 

worry fans, all this losing is just part of the process. 

The 76ers are certainly rebuilding through the draft. Over the 

past three years they have had four first round draft picks. In 2013, the 

76ers selected point guard, Michael Carter-Williams, with the eleventh 

pick. Michael Carter-Williams went on to win rookie of the year, but was 

traded to the Milwaukee 

Bucks in a three team deal 

during February of 2015. 

To no one's surprise, all 

the 76ers got out of the 

trade was a draft pick 

(Los Angeles Lakers first 

round pick). Carter-

Williams devoted every-

thing to Philly and the 

fans. MCW  looked to 

have a bright future when 

he was traded. As you 

could imagine this trade perplexed and angered many fans. Carter-

Williams is still an elite guard in the NBA, putting up great numbers for 

the Bucks, and led Milwaukee to the playoffs last year. The process 

became even more confusing in 2014. The 76ers held the 

third pick and the tenth pick of the first round. With the third 

pick, the 76ers chose Joel Embiid. This is without a doubt the 76ers most 

questionable pick in a long time. Embiid has had two foot surgeries that 

has caused him to sit out for two straight seasons, preventing him from 

playing his first NBA game. The 76ers also selected point guard Elfrid 

Payton that year, with the tenth pick. Not long after the draft, Elfrid was 

dealt to the Orlando Magic for the twelfth pick, Dario Saric, Orlando‟s 

2017 first round pick, and Orlando‟s 2015 second round pick. Dario 

Saric is another player who still has not played an NBA game due to his 

contract overseas.  Sam Hinkie once again made it clear that he was not 

ready to start moving forward with this team. 

So, how long can this process last? How long until the 76ers are 

contenders again? Well, Sam Hinkie really hasn‟t given us that infor-

mation. The fans can only guess. As of now, it seems the 2016 offseason 

should be the one that pushes the 76ers forward. The Sixers can poten-

tially possess four first round picks this upcoming draft. They have their 

own pick (which looks to be a top 3 pick) , the Los Angeles Lakers pick 

(top 3 protected),  the Miami Heat pick (top 10 protected), and the Okla-

homa City Thunder pick (lottery protected). If they obtain all four of 

these picks, that‟s 

four more young pro-

spects who could 

positively affect this 

team. Out of all the 

draft picks, the 76ers 

still have not found 

THE guy. The guy 

that will push this 

team over the edge 

and be their franchise 

player. That player 

could  be number one 

prospect, Ben Sim-

mons of LSU. Ben 

Simmons looks to be 

the best all-around 

player since LeBron 

James, and could be 

the future of the NBA. Simmons would be a great addition to young 

players like Jahlil Okafor, Nerlens Noel, Ish Smith, and Robert Coving-

ton. The future is bright without a doubt, but how much longer until the 

76ers start talking about now and not always about what lies ahead. Sam 

Hinkie has yet to give us a timeline on the process. All we know is that 

we are far from championship contenders.  Something Sam Hinkie has 

stayed away from recently, is free agency. Yes, I‟m sure not many NBA 

free agents would look at the shape of Philly‟s organization and say 

“Wow I want to go there”, but I doubt Sam Hinkie has really been mak-

ing a big effort. In order for Philly to be championship contenders, we 

are going to need a big free agency signing. No question about it. The 

76ers need to start moving forward. 

 After all this is over, Sam Hinkie will either be known as a 
crazy genius or just crazy. The effects on this process will always be 
lingering in the NBA. If this radical process works, you‟ll without a 
doubt see more and more not only NBA teams, but any sports organiza-
tion rebuild their team through  “tanking” for higher draft picks. If it 
doesn‟t work it will be a completely different story. Sam Hinkie will be 

fired and known as one of the worst general managers in sports history 
and the 76ers will struggle for years upon years due to the complete re-
construction of the organization. So, 76ers fans what can we do?  Cross 
our fingers that this process works and somehow try to manage to cheer 
for our team to lose.  Page 15 
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Tide Rolls to Fourth Title 

in Seven Years 

By Nick Hackimer 

The Alabama Crimson Tide is a dynas-

ty; there is no way around it. Love them or hate 

them, you can‟t deny their greatness. Just when 

everyone thought college football‟s super vil-

lains reign of terror was finally over, they did 

what they do better than anyone else. Win. 

Alabama took on the number one 

ranked, and undefeated Clemson Tigers in the 

National Championship. Clemson, who for 

years has been one of the most consistent pro-

grams in college football, never garnered respect 

from anyone. In fact, the term “Clemsoning” 

was adopted to describe Clemson‟s inexplicable 

and disappointing performances in games in 

previous seasons, but this team redefined the 

meaning of “Clemsoning.” The new meaning is 

one of a winning football team who is one of 

college football‟s developing powers. Although 

they are an astounding football team, not even 

they could handle the greatness that is Alabama. 

There were many key storylines lead-

ing up to the game, such as Alabama‟s week 

three loss to conference foe, Ole Miss. The col-

lege football world rejoiced as it finally ap-

peared that Alabama dominance of college foot-

ball had finally ended. The team that showed up 

in this game was not a normal Alabama team. 

They played horrendous defense which is usual-

ly the niche of an Alabama football team, and 

they turned the ball over five times leading to 

the benching of starting Quarterback Cooper 

Bateman. He was replaced by transfer QB from 

Florida State Jacob Coker. One thing that is a 

staple of all Nick Saban teams is their ability to 

bounce back and respond to a loss; which is why 

Saban just may be the greatest coach in college 

football history. 

 Saban‟s coaching counter-

part is no slouch either. Clemson‟s 

head football Coach, Dabo Swin-

ney has made quite the name for himself since 

taking over the job in 2008. Swinney has been 

an underdog his whole life. He was never the 

star athlete with all the big time offers, but he 

worked to be able to achieve his dreams. Dabo 

coincidentally walked onto the Alabama football 

team back in 1990 and earned a scholarship, and 

was even part of Alabama‟s 1992 National 

Championship Team. He then helped as one of 

the coaches on Alabama‟s football teams from 

1993-2000, and became the Clemson wide re-

ceiver coach in 2003 until 2008, when he was 

named the replacement to former head coach 

Tommy Bowden. This was a hire no one was 

happy about. Again, Swinney was the underdog 

but this was a position he thrived in, just like his 

football team. 

Finally, the game itself took place on 

January 11th. Clemson entered the game as a six 

and a half point underdog to Alabama. „Bama 

got off to a 

quick start when 

Heisman Trophy 

winning Run-

ning back Der-

rick Henry ran 

for a fifty yard 

touchdown, put-

ting them up 7-

0. Clemson 

quickly respond-

ed to by evening 

 the game up with a thirty-one yard touchdown 

pass from Deshaun Watson to walk on redshirt 

freshmen Hunter Renfrow. Clemson then scored 

again on another touchdown pass to Renfrow 

pushing their lead to 14-7. A few drives later, 

„Bama knotted the game up with a one yard 

touchdown run from Henry following an inter-

ception from Clemson QB Deshaun Watson. 

The rest of the half was uneventful, but it still 

had all the makings of an instant classic as the 

game was tied at fourteen. 

The second half got underway with a 

quick Clemson punt, which „Bama responded 

with a fifty-three yard touchdown pass to a wide 

open OJ Howard. Clemson would go on to add a 

field goal to cut the lead to four. Then they re-

gained the lead on a one yard touchdown run by 

RB Wayne Gallman. After a series of punts 

„Bama tied the game after an Adam Griffith 

field goal. After that, the tides would turn (no 

pun intended). The following play went on to 

prove the coaching genius of Nick Saban, as 

kicker Adam Griffith put down as good of an 

onside kick as possible. Clemson never had a 

chance to recover and „Bama capitalized and 

regained possession. This surprise kick would 

go on to change the game completely. With a 

clear momentum shift, Jacob Coker would hit 

OJ Howard on a fifty-one yard touchdown pass 

just two plays into the drive giving them a 31-24 

lead. Clemson responded with another field goal 

to cut the lead to four. It appeared as if Clemson 

may have halted Alabama‟s momentum, but 

Kenyan Drake quickly regained it when he re-

turned a kickoff ninety-five yards to the house 

pushing the lead to eleven. Clemson would an-

swer with a fifteen yard touchdown pass to Ar-

tavis Scott, but after a failed 

two point conversion they 

still trailed by five. The fol-

lowing drive, Henry would 

rush for his third touchdown 

of the game putting a dagger 

in the game. Clemson would 

score again, but it was too 

little too late. 

 Alabama had won 

their fourth national champi-

onship since 2009, leaving 

no doubt to anyone that they are in fact a dynas-

ty. It was Nick Saban‟s fifth title as a head foot-

ball coach putting him in sole possession of 

second place all time trailing only fellow Ala-

bama coach Paul “Bear” Bryant who won six. 

The win also meant every recruiting class that 

ever signed to play with a Nick Saban coached 

football team has won a national championship. 

A feat that is unheard of, and that encapsulates 

the greatness of Saban. Clemson‟s Deshaun 

Watson put on one of the best performances in 

championship game history and it still wasn‟t 

enough to defeat Saban‟s team. 

Although Clemson did fall, there is no 

reason to have their heads down about as they 

left no doubt that they belong and that this was 

no fluke. „Bama proved yet again that they are 

the class of college football that everyone strives 

to be like. This was one of the greatest games in 

college football history, and is widely consid-

ered one of the top ten best national champion-

ships games of all time. When it comes to the 

2016 national championship and the hype that 

surrounded it, it certainly delivered and gave us 

all a game many of us will be talking about for 

years to come. 
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New Season, New Coach 
By Tim Sharpley, Sports Editor  

December 29, 2015 was a day all Phila-

delphia Eagles fans rejoiced and celebrated. After 

a brutal season of seven wins and nine loses,  the 

fans demanded a change. The organization also 

recognized how ugly this past season was, and 

agreed that there needed to be a change. Owner, 

Jeffrey Lurie, figured to start with where the root 

of the problems were occurring. On this day, head 

coach Chip Kelly was fired. For the next couple 

weeks, almost a month, the Eagles 

front office was completely out of 

whack. The team looked at head 

coaches ranging from young, offensive 

minded wiz-kids like Adam Gase, to 

experienced veterans like Tom Cough-

lin. January 19th, 2016, the team offi-

cially named Doug Pederson, former 

Offensive Coordinator for the Kansas 

City Chiefs, as the new head coach. 
Some criticized Lurie on the 

decision, many complained about 

Pederson‟s resumé, but overall the 

City of Brotherly Love wasn‟t too happy. From 

the standpoint of most fans,  if  the Eagles didn‟t 

get Bill Belichick, then this whole coach recruiting 

process was a bust. That “make or break” attitude 

is what Philadelphia is all about. Gary Cobb, for-

mer linebacker for the Eagles and radio personali-

ty for 94WIP, told me in a recent interview, “No 

one really knows how a coach is going to be. Look 

at Bruce Arians for the Cardinals. The Eagles 

cancelled an interview with him because they 

thought he was too old. Look at him now, 

though.” The same story goes with Carolina 

coach, Ron Rivera. He wasn‟t sought out to be this 

elaborate and smart coach, but he took the team to 

this year‟s Super Bowl. Expectations for coaches 

can toy with the fans. Chip Kelly, for example, 

was made out to become the next big thing with 

his high-octane and fast pace offense. He was 

supposed to revolutionize the game of football as 

we know it, but it ended up becoming a big dud. 

The point is, no one really knows how good or bad 

a coach is going to be. 
Cobb also thinks that the difference 

between Pederson and Kelly is their way of deal-

ing with public relations. Pederson will be more 

open to the press than Kelly was and apted to an-

swer more questions, as well as own up to his 

mistakes, which Chip never did. Pederson is will-

ing to own up to his mistakes and tell the press 

that he screwed up, whereas Chip would dance 

around that and put the blame, a lot of times, on 

“not executing” or it was “ the personnel” that 

couldn‟t get it done. If you try to blame your mis-

take on anyone but yourself, as Cobb said, “you 

will get grilled.” The fans, with Peder-

son in the conference room, will be 

more at ease and will get more of an 

inside scoop on things. There will be less question 

marks abouts personnel, injuries, etc, and there 

won‟t be much “grilling” to do. 
In the opinion of sports journalist and 

co-host of Philly Sports Talk, Sam Donellon, the 

difference between Pederson and Kelly is their 

ability to relate to the players. Pederson will do a 

better job at communicating with the players in a 

more down-to-earth fashion than Kelly. Donellon 

called the hiring a “leap of faith” by owner Jeffery 

Lurie. When I interviewed Donellon, he pro-

claimed, “[Pederson] jumped at the opportunity 

because he hasn‟t been a head coach yet” 
Pederson is another 

offensive mind, which 

a lot of people have 

criticized Lurie for, 

hiring yet another 

offensive-geared per-

son. Many people 

thought that he should 

have pleaded insanity 

for doing the same 

thing and expecting a 

different result each 

time. Many people on 

the radio, Comcast Sportsnet, and even ESPN 

thought that they shouldn‟t have hired an offen-

sive coordinator. Cobb, though, has no problem 

with it. “If you run your offense,” he informed, 

“and avoid turnovers, you have a good chance of 

winning.” It doesn‟t matter if the coach is heavily 

skilled in coaching offensively or defensively, the 

key is to prevent as many turnovers as possible. 

Cobb continued by saying, “As a coach, you have 

to force the other team to make a mistake; not 

you.” The fact that Lurie hired an offensive coach 

is neither here nor there because either way, every 

coach is going to have to learn more about what 

goes on on the other side of the football. 
Both personalities shared the same point 

of view about the new defensive coordinator, Jim 

Schwartz. Both Cobb and Donellon praised 

Schwatrz and said he was very studious and has 

every type of defense in the game. Donellon 

brought up a very good point about how versatile 

Schwartz is, stating, “He won‟t take a guy like 

Vinny Curry and wedge him into a system that he 

won‟t shine in.” Schwartz will, as a result, do the 

counter of that and try to work around a certain 

personnel of players and see what they can and 

can‟t do based on their talents. Not many coaches, 

in general,  have that talent, but Jim Schwartz is 

one size fits all. Pederson is surrounding himself 

with a good team of coaches, especially on the 

defensive side, which is also what former Eagles 

head coach Andy Reid did with Jim Johnson at 

defensive coordinator.       
The most discussed question among fans 

and broadcasters is who Doug‟s quarterback is 

going to be. Is Sam Bradford Doug‟s guy? If so, 

how much are the Eagles willing to pay him? Will 

Bradford walk away from the Eagles if they don‟t 

offer him enough money? Sam Bradford has yet to 

play in the playoffs, and despite being injured half 

the time he‟s been in the league, he‟s made almost 

one hundred million dollars. He never scrambled 

out of the pocket until late last season, which is 

most likely because he was fearful of injuring his 

knees again. Cobb stated, “Doug wants a guy who 

can move around, not take any hits when rushing, 

knows when to run out of bounds, and when to 

throw the ball out of bounds.” Sam Bradford has 

the ability to do all of those things if he‟s taught 

properly how to do so. We all saw him scramble 

and rush a little bit towards the end of the season, 

so he can have that balance of pocket passing and 

rushing. That is why, in the opinion of Cobb, 

“Sam Bradford is Doug's guy as long as the mon-

ey is right.” As fans know, the Eagles only signed 

Bradford to a one year deal so he is technically a 

free agent at the moment, but as I write this article, 

he has not committed to a team just yet. Cobb 

continued with his prediction “I think he‟ll stay 

with the Eagles if the offer is twenty-five million 

or over, but at that point, you might as well walk 

away because that‟s a lot of money.” As a result of 

him not getting the amount of money he demands, 

Bradford might be eying up a team that is strug-

gling at the quarterback position such as the Hou-

ston Texans, as predicted by Cobb. 

When asked about expectations for next 

season, Donellon specifically predicted that the 

team will win ten games with the help of Schwartz 

and that he is the “key to this season.”Donellon 

pointed out, “This division is still weak, so I think 

we could win the division.” Cobb, on the other 

hand, made a more general statement and safely 

said that the Eagles are going to be a respectful 

team no matter the record. “Respect is something 

that Lurie prides himself on,” Cobb stated, “and 

when that team goes out on the field, they‟re going 

to fight.” Interestingly enough, Cobb traveled back 

to Schwartz and said they will have that fighting 

attitude because of him. 

Of course, no one can predict the future, 

but what the fans can count on is a hard-nose foot-

ball team. Fans should expect the 2016 season to 

be interesting, but also well rounded. There‟s go-

ing to be an attacking defense back up with good 

coverage. The special teams coach, Dave Fipp, 

will strengthen the unit. Jim Schwartz will figure 

out a defensive scheme that fits the personnel and 

turn the Eagles into complete bulldogs. The only 

aspect that no one is certain about is the quarter-

back position. Whether the Eagles franchise Brad-

ford or go a different route, expect that the Eagles 

won‟t go down without a fight; whether they‟re 

down by three or thirty-three points. These players 

are going to make sure the fans get their money's 

worth, put on a show, and have a nit-and-grit atti-

tude. All these things are what Philadelphia fans 

are looking for in a sports team, especially in foot-

ball. Will the Eagles be the next Carolina Pan-

thers? Not this season. But what this team will be 

is fun to watch and interesting if Pederson and the 

rest of the coaching staff teach these players prop-

er and fundamental football. 
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“Make America Great Again” 

By Tori Abrams, Feature Editor 

 It seems as though every direction you turn lately, something 

in the news is being broadcasted about the one and only, Donald 

Trump. Whether it be for a good reason or bad (though more often 

bad), it is clear that Trump has stolen the attention of the media. Up 

until this election, I will admit, politics did not grasp my interest nor 

do they still; however, Trump's eagerness to voice his opinion about 

the various issues our nation is dealing with has prompted me to 

voice my opinion about him. 
Although compiling a list of “Trump‟s most offensive 

quotes” would have done a sufficient enough job in explaining why 

he should not be the leader of our country, I will instead provide 

some insight on what would become of our beautiful nation if Donald 

Trump were our president. But 

if I had to sum it up in two 

words, I would have to say 

“mass chaos” would do the 

job. 

Don‟t get me wrong, I 

think Trump has good inten-

tions behind some of his ideas; 

it‟s just the way he presents 

them that could use some 

work. For example, he believes 

“simplifying the tax code and 

cutting every American‟s taxes 

will boost consumer spending, 

encourage savings and invest-

ment, and maximize economic 

growth” (donaldjtrump.com). While I would agree that this plan 

sounds good at first, we mustn‟t forget that we are on the road to an 

increasing deficit. With this is mind, we must understand that less 

taxes also means reduced government spending, possibly in areas that 

we cannot afford to cut. 

Looking back upon all the terrible comments Trump has 

made since the start of his campaign, one should acknowledge his 

blatant disrespect toward the Islamic and Latino communities. There 

were two remarks in particular I found to be extremely insulting. 

According to CNN, “Trump told Yahoo News that he would consider 

requiring Muslim-Americans to register with a government database, 

or worse, mandating that they carry special identification cards that 

note their faith.” Sound familiar? Sorry Donald, but this tactic most 

certainly was not effective in the thirties, and it definitely would not 

be in 2016.   

 In one of his speeches, Trump declared, “When Mexico 

sends its people, they‟re not sending their best. They‟re not sending 

you. They‟re not sending you. They‟re sending people that have lots 

of problems, and they‟re bringing those problems with us. They‟re 

bringing drugs. They‟re bringing crime. They‟re rapists. And some, I 

assume, are good people” (Washington Post). 

It is most definitely unfair to associate the majority of the 

immigrants coming into our country with crime. We‟ve been trying to 

make people understand that the mistakes of a minority in a race or 

religion should not represent or identify that race or religion as a 

whole, but how can we do so if our possible future leader is doing just 

that? 

Like all typical racists, Trump has tried to defend his offen-

sive and rude comments by arguing that he has nothing against Mexi-

cans. In fact, he went so far as to point out that “I am proud to say 

that I know many hardworking Mexicans—many of them are work-

ing for and with me…and, just like our country, my organization is 

better for it” (businessinsider.com). Sorry Mr. Trump, but this excuse 

is overused and lacks sincerity; it far from makes up for all of the 

other insulting things you‟ve said about Mexicans. 

It is common that when discussing Trump one would most 

likely hear about his bright idea to prevent 

immigrants from coming into our country 

by building a wall. As if this in itself were-

n‟t bad enough, despite all of the awful 

things he‟s said about its people, Trump 

expects Mexico to pay for his ludicrous 

wall. He even had the audacity to attempt 

to make up for his ridiculous idea by stat-

ing that the creation of this so called wall, 

as well as hiring more border patrol agents, 

would increase jobs. Though this may be 

true, I‟m afraid building up a wall won‟t 

keep all of our problems out, Mr. Trump. 

On top of making derogatory comments 

towards foreigners, Donald is famous for 

his insolent remarks about his fellow 

Americans. Whether it be criticizing our current president, or attack-

ing Senator John McCain for not being a war hero “because he was 

captured” (biography.com), Trump has been more than willing to 

share his thoughts about countless Americans. Just recently, he took 

to his verified Twitter account to label Obama‟s State of the Union 

speech as “the most boring, rambling, and non-substantive I have 

heard in a long time. New leadership fast!” Remember Donald, if you 

don‟t have anything nice to say, don‟t say anything at all. 

An article in The New York Times by Patrick Healy and 

Maggie Haberman entitled, “95,000 Words, Many of Them Ominous, 

From Donald Trump‟s Tongue,” brought up an interesting point. 

They noted that, while speaking, Trump “has a particular habit of 

saying “you” and “we” as he inveighs against a dangerous “them” or 

unnamed other — usually outsiders like illegal immigrants (“they‟re 

pouring in”), Syrian migrants (“young, strong men”) and Mexicans, 

but also leaders of both political parties.” Further in the article, it is 

discussed how Trump uses this tactic to rally up the people and make 

them feel superior enough to want to follow him and do something 

about other countries unlike our own. Looking at it from this perspec-

tive and taking history into consideration, it‟s actually quite scary. 

All in all, Trump has proven himself to be a racist, ignorant, 

conceited, unprofessional bigot and having such a man as our presi-

dent would do little good for our nation. And so, fellow Americans 

and eligible voters, I beseech you to “Make America Great Again” by 

not voting for Donald Trump in the upcoming presidential election. Page 18 
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Student Council Minutes  

In an attempt to keep the community up to date with the ideas that are being discussed by the Student Government, 

The Bear Facts will share a list of minutes from Student Council meeting(s) with administration gathered by Re-

cording Secretary, Lily Schloskey. 

 The Valentine's Day Matchmaker was a success. Approximately $300 was raised for Jake‟s Place. 

 A suggestion box has made its debut at the late sign-in desk. The Student Council is hoping that students will 

take the opportunity to share suggestions that will help improve our school and community. All submissions 

will be reviewed and must be school appropriate. Students are also encouraged to send “thank you” notes to 

teachers or fellow classmates in recoginition of their kindness and expeceptinoal character.  

 The Student Council has requested for administration to add audio access in the cafeteria during the morning 

announcements and/ or play the announcements on a loop on the new flat screen televisions. 

If you have any questions or comments feel free to contact any member of the Student Council or direct them to 

the new suggestion box. 

Friday, February 26 at 8pm 

Saturday, February 27 at 8pm 

Friday, March 4 at 8pm 

Saturday, March 5 at 8pm 

Sunday, March 6 at 2pm 
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Tickets for Legally Blonde will go on sale on Tuesday, Feb. 16 at noon. 

Ticket Prices: $10.00--All Seats Reserved $8.00 for senior citizens & children under 10 

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE: SHOWTIX4U.COM 

PURCHASE TICKETS IN-PERSON: The Box Office will open one hour before each perfor-

mance. There are no refunds or exchanges on any ticket purchases! 



DELRAN HIGH SCHOOL 

The Bear Facts 

Delran’s  

Unsung Heroes 

Making a Difference in Our Community 

By Emma Blosfelds 
Taylor Washington is a remarkable young woman who is an 

amazing asset to both our school and our community. She participates 

in numerous extracurricular activities and balances a heavy course 

load. She is a peer leader, a member of the National Honors Society, 

and the electric bass player in the Golden Regiment marching band. 

She does so much for this school by challenging herself academically, 

while also participating in as many activities as her busy schedule 

allows. That alone deserves 

recognition. However, her 

contributions towards socie-

ty are what set her apart 

from other young adults and 

make her truly exceptional. 

Due to all of Tay-

lor‟s noteworthy achieve-

ments in helping those in 

need, it is difficult to focus 

on one in particular. She 

spends an average of four 

hours a week during the 

school year working on a 

variety of different commu-

nity service projects. Taylor 

is guilty of putting the lives 

of others in front of her 

schoolwork. She says that 

on weeknights she struggles 

with finding time to volun-

teer, and often times finds 

herself asking, “Should I 

write this paper today, or 

should I help someone to-

day?” Without a moment of 

hesitation, she explains, “I 

choose to help someone 

every time.” Taylor visits 

kidney dialysis patients on weeknights, feeds the hungry over the 

weekends, and preaches to children on Sundays, all at the age of sev-

enteen. Taylor empowers children and people her own age alike to 

get involved in volunteering. 
Taylor traveled to Jamaica this past summer for ten days, not 

for vacation and to relax in the sun, but rather to help people in need. 

Her mission group hiked to the top of a mountain to feed impover-

ished children and adults. They visited a hospital filled with diabetes 

patients who were losing their limbs, and special needs patients who 

were treated like outcasts in society. Taylor and the volunteer group 

sat with these patients, prayed for them, and talked with them, to 

make them feel loved and cared for. Taylor recognizes 

that she made a difference in so many people‟s lives on 

that trip. She explains that each and every person she had 

the pleasure of helping shaped her into an even more caring person. 

Volunteering is such an important part of Taylor‟s life that 

she has decided to turn her love of helping others into a career when 

she is older. Taylor plans on attending college and receiving a covet-

ed medical degree. From there she wants to participate in Doctors 

Without Borders, an organization that sends doctors from first world 

countries to developing countries to save people who are in need of 

medical attention. After that, she wants to go on and develop new 

technology that would help these developing countries gain the re-

sources necessary to become a 

fully developed country. 

 Through volunteering, 

Taylor has seen the injustice 

that plagues the world. She says 

that, “In today‟s society, there 

should be no reason that coun-

tries are without water and ade-

quate resources to save their 

people from dying of already 

cured illnesses.” Taylor be-

lieves, “ Everyone should have 

an equal opportunity to succeed 

in life.” The reason she helps 

people is because she believes 

that what she is doing can 

change lives. There is no doubt 

in my mind that one day 

through Doctors Without Bor-

ders and Habitat for Humanity, 

Taylor can enhance, and even 

save, a significant amount of 

lives. 

 There are many people 

out there who feel the urge to 

help others, but don‟t know 

how to go about doing it, or do 

not have ties to a volunteer or-

ganization that works on these 

causes. Taylor explains that all 

churches do mission work and anyone can get involved. Also, if you 

aren‟t involved in a church, you can join clubs in school or start your 

own if they don‟t already exist. She states: “The only thing you need 

to help people through volunteer projects is a heart that is invested in 

what you are doing. And if your heart is in any volunteering you do, 

you will help so many people.” 

In today‟s society, it is difficult to stop everything you are 

doing and help people who aren‟t yourself. It‟s hard to put aside im-

portant tasks that you set for yourself in order to help a complete 

stranger, one who you may never even see again. Taylor Washington 

is an extraordinary human being because she does just that, without 

even batting her eyes. 
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